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ordered to be Recorded. 


| Ut une 8b hn ner ls 


HE General Aſſembly of the Miniſtem 

and Ruling Elders of this National 
Church, being Conveened and Conſti- 
tute, There was produced to them by 
the Right Honourable David Earl of 
& Glaſgow, Her Majeſties Commiſſion un- 
der the great Seal of this Kingdom, 2 


* 


Aer and e in this National Aſſembly, 


our and Reſpect; The General Aſſembly Ordained tlie 
Lame to be Recorded in their Regiſters, The Tauer N 


3 - 


43 


General, Aſembly; 8 


of THE TW tte x 


The nene. to David Earl of Glafzow; produced a ond | 


pointing him Her Majeſtie's High Cock. | 
Which Commiſſion being publickly Read with all due Ho- 


98 NNA Pei Gratia, Maga Frits 4 ſe "VFranciz 
6 A Hibernie Regina Pasted "Defenſor, Onniby, 25 


* bis Hominibus; ad eee, oa, Noſtrz pervtge. 
K rint / Salutem, Quandoquidem EX 


4 goſtram Poteſtarem-Commifhonem- & Warrantum, tg 


tete, Tenendi; Omniaque alia ad peo & Munus 


_ —_ 


44 quilibet alius ejuſdem ſummi Muneris fecerat, ſeu quovis 


4 naliter præſentes facefe potuerimus, Quæ quidem om̃nia & 


_ & Approbamus, Rata habemus 


— 


r 


# 


eto Noſtro, General 
« Becclcliz Conventus Autiqui Regni Noſtri Seotze, in odds. 


ce dum diem Menſis 4pri/is proxime futuri convenire ordina 


« tur » Noſque autem abunde cupidæ, quin etiam neceſſarium 29 
6 eſſe Judicantes in Commodym die Eccleſiæ ut idem Ge, * 
a neralis.Bccleſiz Conventys die ſtaturo debite obſetvetut; 


3 * 


c ged Rebus magni momenti nos alio vocamibus ditto Con- 


« ventui intereſſe neiuimus; Et per multa Teſtimodia nobis 

« abunde ſatisfactum fir de Fidelitate & Sufficientia Eideliſſ. 

e mi & Dilectiſfimi Noſtri Conſangyinei & Conſiliarii Davy. 

L e Noſtri Theſaurarii Deputati 

Hi Regni Noſtri; Quod ad munera ſummi Officii inf A 
««Fpecificati,,rite exercenda & obeunda uſquequaque fit igs 
ce ſtructus & idoneus. Noveritis tgitur, nos Nominaſſe, & 


4 Conſtituiſſe, ſicuti, nos tenore preſentivm Nominamis x | 


Conſtituimus eundem Daviuem Comitem de Glaſgow ſy. 


4 exprefſoum , Dames pat iter & Concedimus illi pleni bma 


« ſtram Perſonam &_Authoritatem, noſtram Regalem repre. 
u ſentandi, Præſentiam noſtrati pplendi; Locumque' 
t ſtrum in dicto ſubſequenti Generali Couventu, tanqum 


« Commiſhongrio noſtro in hunc Effectum ſpecialiter conſti. 


— 


—— — n | 
| Commilſſionarii pro Generali Eccleſiz Conventu peraget- 
e di, tam plene adeoque libete in quovis reſpectu, quam 


tempore retroatto Facere potuerat , atque Nos Ioſæ perſo 


& ſingula a dicto Davide Comite de Glaſgow in hac noltra 

« Commiſſione proſequenda., legitime facieada nos firmiter 
habiture ſumùs; Omnibus | 

& ſingulis inſuper antedicti Conventes & Eccleſiæ Paſtorir 

« bus & Presbyteris, cæteriſque, quibuſcunque hujus Reg- 

0 ni noſtri Subditis, cujuſcunque Ordinis ſeu Qualitatis, ut 

* dictum. Dæuidem Comitem de Glaſgow, tanquam ſupte- 

< mum noſtrum Commiſſionagium quoad eſſectum & mo- | 

dum ſupra mentionatum agnoſcant , Revereantur & dicto 


.< ipſius audiences ſe præbeant, ſtricte Mandamus & Impers- Af 
„mus: Ez denigae hanc noſtram Commiſſionem a die'quo IM anc 
magnum Sigillum hujus Regni noſtri præſentibns eſt p ſte 
.«* penſum , ac denique hac ſequenti Seſſione dicti Genera 

„ Conventus in vigote continuare declaramus, & uſque dum 


4 nobis trevocabitur & exonerabitur. 1s cu;us rei [eine 


Leu praſentibus magnum Sigillum noſirum * 


« 4avimus; Apud Aulam noſtram de Kynſingros; quinto 
« die Meoſis 4 Anno Domini Milleſima Septingente- 
aſmo Septimo, & Anno Regni noſtri, Quinto. 
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Her Majeſties Gracious Letter 
ve e eee 

GENERAL ASSEMBL 


Eadem Seſſione. 


N R Majeſties High Commiſſioner, preſented the 
L Queens moſt Gracious Letter, directed to this General 
dh, which was publickly Read, with all due Honour 
ad Reſpect, and is appointed to be Recorded in the Regi- 


lersof this Aembly. The Tenor whereof follows. 
ANNE Fg 
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IGHT Reverend and Well beloved, we greet you wel 
A 


Tour prudent and calm Management in former Aſſem. 
blies, gives us full Con DE L cootinne touſe 
the laute Moderation, god Condu and nanimity in your 
Proceedings in chis; And we doubt not but the particular 
care we have taken that the Doctrine, Worſhip Diſcipline and 
Government of your Church, ſhould have as firm a Secur. 
ty as humane Laws can eſtabliſh, ſhall have all ſuitable Re. 
turns of Duty and Thankfulneſs from.you. We take this 
Opportunity of renewing to you our Aſſurances that yoy 
ſhall have our Protection in the free Enjoyment of all the 
Rights and Priviledges that by Law you are poſſeſſed of; 
And you may — firmly perſwaded that you ſhall always 
have our chearful Coacurrence lo prog ing true Piety and 
Religion, diſcouragidg Profaneneſs aud Immorality and pre. 


venting the grouth of Foper 


Amd for theſe ends we. g. 
_ © conimend'to you'to fall dpon fort Methods for plantiog 


| F 


' of vacant Churches with pious and Learned Mihifters We 


| Have appointec our Right Truſty*and*Well:beloved- Cohn 


and Counſellour David Earl of Glaſgow our Theſaurer De. 
put, to Repreſent our Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, whole 
Ab krieg cod, 32 


vices therein, will, we doubt not, make him acceptable to 

you; We have fully inſtrutted him in what may befur- 

ther neceſſary; And therefore you may [give him entire Truſt 
and Credit: So we bid you heartily farewell 


7 - 
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Given at our Court * Keulinglon the 22 49 of March 
2707, and of our Reign the Sixth Tr. 


By Her Mijeſties Command, 
© DAVID NAIRN, 


I. THE 
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The General Aﬀemblys Ae 
NB - 5 f 
The Queens Gracions Letter, | 
. Bliokngh, 20% u gef. 84 34 | 


Ils it phaſe your Mijefty, 


THERE is nothing next tu the Divine Approbation, can be 
more deſireable and dear to us, than your Majeſties Sau 
tisfaction With. all aur Meetings and Proceedings. The par. 
ticular care your Majeſty hath taken for the ſecurity 7 the 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of this 
Church, we do acknowledge with all Thankfulneſs to 
Cod and yeur Majeſty, and ſhall endeavour both for our 
ſelves and all under our Charge, that your Majeſty may have 
all ſuitable returns of Loyalty and Obedience that become 
ood and affectiogat Subjects. The conſtant renewed Aſ. 
furances that your Majeſty is pleaſed togive us of your Pro- 
tection in the free enjoyment of all che Rights and Priviled» 
ges that by Law we are poſſeſt of, are to us moſt acceptable, 
ch and lay us under all the Obligations of Duty and Gratitude 
to your Majeſty whereof we are capable; Your Majeſty is 
further pleaſed to promiſe us your chearful Concurrence in 
promoting true Piety and Religion, diſcourageing Profan« 

neſs and Immorality , and preventing the grouth of Popery, 

for which we bleſs God that hath put and kept the fame fo 

lixedly in your Royal Heart, and we for our part ſhall en- 


deavour through Gods Aſſiſtance not to be wanting to an- 
{wer ſo great an Encouragement , as being perſwaded that 
your Majeſties giving Life to a vigorous Execution of the 
many good Laws already made for theſe purpoſes, would, 
through the Bleſſing of God effectually advance this Work 
to lis on Glory, the good of this Church, and the per: 
1. * ; p8tua 


tual Honeurof your Majeſties Reign, for which cauſe we 

all alſo be obſervant to our Howe of your Majeſties Royal 

| Recommendation to us to lopbn all methods proper for 

| planting of vacant Churches with pious and learned Mini. 

| ſters. | 23 225 ; 
The choice your Mijeſty hath been pleaſed te make in 

pointing the Earl of G/a/gow to Repreſent your Majeſty in 

this Aſſembly, a perſon of ſuch unqueſtionable Sufficzency 

and ſuch ſteady aithfulneſs and Zeal for your Majeſties 

Service, and of ſuch approven good Affection to the preſent 

Eſtabliſhment is moſt acceptable unto us, and a ſingulat 

proof of your-Maſeſties Royal regard to all our Concerns 

nd. doth theteſorè oblige us to give him tnt Truſt and Cre, 

A which your Majeſty requires That God may preſerve 

your Majcſty as a laſting Bleſſing to your people, and an 

eminent Inſtrüment ſor che Defence end Saſety of the Re. 

formed Churches at Home and Abroad, that as God hath 

ſignally bleſſed your Majeſties Arms with wonderful Succeſß, 

He may ſtill profper your Forces and theſe of- your Allies by 

Sea and Land againſt the common Enemy, that your Ma. 

jeſty may be the Reſtorer of the Peace of Europe, and bf 

the Liberty of the Proteſtant Churehes Abroad, and 

that after a long and happy Reign over e and lot. 

ing Subjects, your Majeſty may be poſſeſſed of Immoral 

Glory ; Is and hall be the tervent Prayer of. 
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415 i, pliaſt aur Man,, 
wd Tour Majeſties moſt Faisal, molt | 
Obedient and moſt Humble Subjetts, © 


5 
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T The Miniſters aui Eldess, met in bit 
J -** ' f 


e Wational Aſſembly of the Church 
0 abt . = * d 1 Scotland. i 5 : — : i 
0 he Signed in Our Preſence „ tn 8 | 
Name, and at Our Appointment, 5 


| Jo. Stirling Moderator. 
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16 de Dvertares concerning Minifterial Viſtatios of Famil. 


7, Edinburgh 11 4pril 2707. Sell, 4. 
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Fa ö 
Andy, propar by their Commiſſion, and Tranſmitted to 
his Aſſembly:And having been conſidered, by the Committee 


Overrures;and again brooghtto this Aſſembly, and conſide- 
a by them, they did and hereby do — theſe Over · 


es io the ſeveral Fresby tries within this National Church 
that they may ſend their Opinion thereanent to the next A. 


4 


HE General Aſſembly conſidering, how much it would 
contribute to the Advancement of Religion, and the 
propagating of Chciſtian Knowledge; if a ſufficient number 
(Schools could be got Breed and Maintained through the 
Kingdom, and being earneſtly deſirous ſor their part to da 


what in them-lyes, to forward ſo good a Work: Do there · 
kre Eat and Appoint in manner following. And firft, 
Bio the Lands that are of Her Majeſties Property, that Ape 
plication be made by the Commiſſions of this and ſubſequent 


Afemblies,to the Lords of Her Majeſties Theſaury and Ex; · 


thequer, for obtaining Her Majeſties proportion of what is 
aowed by Law, for Rirefting of Schools in Pari 


yo Her valued Rent; and asto other Heretors in Pariſhes 


Schools are not ſettled according to Law, Presbytries 


LT to uſe all ſuitable cndeavours to get 
chocs ed and Maintained in Pariſhes conform to the 
Ads of Parliament, and if that ſucceed not, that they apply 
to the Commiſſions of Aſſemblies, and give them an account 
ol their Diligence, whoare hereby empowered to give all the 
dee in this matter by applying to the Government or any 

ays that is competent to thecn, and as to places where 


Pariſhes are ſo wide and R they require mos 
1 


chool than one in each Pariſh; The General Aſſembly does 


Overtures, concerning the Miniſterial Viſitatioo of 
C milies: being according to an Appointment of the late 


embly: god Appoints the Clerk, to ſend a written Copy of 
defacs vertures, to each Presbyury forcharend.  _- 
b ede n $1.24 315 WN f en 


ſhes, accord - 


hereby renew and continue the 24 Add of the General Af. 
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ſembly held in the year 1704, Entituled, 4% inen Efe 
| Schools in the Highlands 1 a Heads and Clauſes id 
appoints the ſame to take effect until the Aſſemblies of this 
Church ſhall think fit to alter that Act, and the General Af. 
&mbly earneſtly recomme nds it to the ſeveral Presbytries to 

ſee the ſame pdt in due Execution, and recommentls it to the 
S yneds and Presbytries within this Church to 
ſend diſtin& accounts to the Commiſſion of this | Aﬀembly, 


EE. berwixt and their ineeting in Auguſt next to come, what Pa- 
_ riſhes in their bounds: have or Want Schools, and what tre 
* | the Reaſons why they want the ſame, what places do moſt 
need them, and what is the extent of theſe Pariſhes thitare 
 fpacious, and ſtand in need of moe Schools thanone,andwhic 
8 are the places in each Pariſh that are moſt convenient for fix- 
| ing thele Schools 8t, one or moe: As alſo that they ſend an 
account of the Nane of ſuch Students as are hopefal; ail 
whom they could recommend ſor Teaching the Taid Schoch 
and the Commiſſion is hereby ordained to put thele it 
counts in order and Record the {ame in their Books, and fick- 
Iike the General Aſſembly does hereby appoint Presbytericsto 

_ deal earneſtly with the Patrons of ſuch Pariſhes; as "are of 


— Cv P e 


„Wall fall Vacant, to apply the Vaccant Stipends towardy 
” this ſo charitable and Poe an Uſe,"s d the Aﬀembly here- 
by mſtruQs their Commiſſion, to give all che eacouragmene 
and aſſiſtance they can to ſuch who encline to enter into 80 
_ * cieties for EreQting 8 of Charity Schools, for 
_ © '- Educating of Poor and Indigent Children, and to uſe theid 
utmoſt endeavours to get ſuch Societies eretedinthelerenl 
0orners of the Countrey; and that they conſider hat fader 
encouragement can be given by the Judicatories ofthisChurg 
: to the  foreſaid Societies, and Report Overtures concerning! 
Bu => the ſame to the next General Aſſembly ;*And in like mauer 
B By aods and Presby tries are hereby ſtrictly enjoinedtoenqure 
Ailigently what is become of the Money already ſublcnbed 

nl . for, and collected in the ſeveral Presbytries for Bret 
. Schools in the Highlands, in purſuance of tlie foreſaid Att 
Wo 13 General Aſſembly 1704, arid that they deal with ſuch a4 Wl * 
have been ' deficient , yet to do what they caninfogooda By ©” 
Work, and that they Repott their Diligence herein to the Wy © 
Commiſſion of this General Aﬀernbly berwixc and their ad . 
meeting in Auguſt next: And laſtly, the General Aſſembly 8 **: 
does hereby appoint the ſevetal Presbytries to give a partic: By * ; 
Jar account to the next Aſſembly, how former Acts ancot2 By *- 
School in every Pariſh, the Viſitations thereof and ober Bl ©, 
things mentioned in theſe Acts are obſerved, and recom 
mends it to ſubſequent Aſſemblies from time to time, to 2p 
point a particular Committee to receive the Reports of . 
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due Aſſembly, 150 or 


in that mutter, and prepare the ſame for we en· 
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1. ane 1. advancement of — 
Wnburgh I2 April 1707. Ante meridiem. Se. 4 


"HE General Anh br tho better Alleencondith 


azad Encouragement of Learning, do hereby Recom- 
4.0 the Commiſſioners direded to the ſeveral Univerſſ 
ties ofthis Kingdom to ſubſequent A ſſemblies of this Church 
6 the time of ney General Aſſembly, they do meet 5 

ult together, 
. fs * the 5 t and advaneement of Piet 
good order in the Schools and Univerfiti 
_ 8 
es 


beareſel to keep a e among 
eee 
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E General Aſſembly 
ies to ike ſpecial nocion any aden Famphlet 
9 2 I r 
20 t 3 ere De afly 
Ae contrar to the oy * Diſcipline 
K ejudicial to . Rich, iledges or 


ofthis Church, and that they Cenfure ſuch 28 {hall 
drain, acacrdingto whe Geperitof rho Cauſe. 5 
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Tax General Aemblz -taking totheir aue Conſiders 
henry the Lamentab Aucreaſe of Popery in diverſe 


e of . ji Ss dais 


Faces ol this: Natlon, \ Which 6 as a ſad 


J udz.e: 


5 dr a * 1 do W as N hall 


re Overtures to he laid before the 


s the aver Eren 


= 
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Judgement'from the Lord, and matter of Humiliation to 
4 | that love the Truth, and tho it were uncharitable — 
6 d that God is moſt diſpleaſed with thoſe Miniſters and Con- 
| regations, Which are moſt aſſaulted, and ſhaken by the 
| þ, cen By yet it is ſurely matter of Humiliation to them: 
| And therefore the General Aſſembly recommends to them 


12 


N to be frequent and ſerious in Falting and Prayer to God, 
for reſtraining theſe Winds of SeduQtion : And belides hn 
2h was recommended on this account in the eight AQ ofthe Ge. 
| neral Aſſembly 1699 which is hereby renewed: It is moreoyer 
8 recommended, Firſt, That if there be any Vacant | 
in theſe parts that are infeſted with Popery, all due care 
and Diligence may be uſcd,. to plant chem with able P. 
Prudent and Learned Miniſters. 240. That where there 
are Miniſters already, they do frequently commune with, and 
enquire at their Elders of the caſe of the People, and of the 
danger they may be in, and of the Trafficquing of Seducen 
amongſt them, that they may the more timely counterwork 
them; And Seſſions are ordained to report their Diligence 
d this matter to their Reſpective Presbytries. 310, That 
Presbytries where Popery encreaſeth, do at each Meetiq 
confer anent their danger thereby, and what their duty is, 
and what endeavours may be uſed againſt this Seduction, 
and record their ſucceſs, or if the defection be growing. 
4/0. That the Sy nod in which theſe Presbytries are, do at 
- every Synddical meeting enquire concerning the ſtate of theſy 
F paxts. as to the grouth of Popery, and: give what afliftincs 
| they can againſt theſe Abominations, and for this end. gu 
That they fomerimes fend Miniſters one or moe that are well 
acquainted with cheſe Controverſies to aſſiſt the Miniſters of 
the Bounds, not only to confer with the feduced, bur allo 
for eſtabliſhing others, [Eſpecially per ſons ot more influence 
© and authority in the Bounds. 60. Where the Pariſhisgreat, 
that there be Probationer ſent to aſſiſt the Miniſter in Preachs 
Ling, that he may have the moretime for I ravelling up and 
dowaamong the People, but Presby tries arc to take ſpecialcare, 
that this be not improven for caſe and ſloath. mo. For make 
ing this anent Probationers practicable and uſeful, the Gene 
ral Aſſembly approves of the Ofertures of the Commiſſion df 
the late General Aſſembly dated the 1 14h of November laſt bye 
| paſt tranimn ted by the ſaid Commiſſion to the ſeveral Preity: 
tries; And in proſecution thereof, Appoints and Ordains 
that ſome l robationers known in the Popiſh'Controverlks 
be tent to theſe parts ofthe Nation, where Popery does moſt 
- abound, to travel among the People under the inf} 
: and at the direction of the Presbytries of the Bounds, 
how them the Brrorgof the Churchof Rome and danger of 
. ; ' 4 9 
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ame; And to inſtruct them in the Principles of the true Re- 
farmed Proteſtant Religion, and more eſpecially in wide and 
ſpacious Pariſhes, where Miniſters cannot be fo frequently 
with their People, and that there be a Contribution made 
zmoagſt Miniſters, according to their Stipends for Eucourage- 
ment of theſe Probationers in that Work; And that Miniſters 
deal wich Perſons, who are Charitably and Piouſly enclined 
w contribute alſo for ſo good a work: And its hereby re- 
commended to all Presbytries, that they be more careful of 
raaſmitting Liſts of Papiſts to the Clerks of Privy Council 
earmly, wich particular Informations. according to the Adds 
ofthe General Aſſembly Parliament and Council thereanent: 
And it is like ile recommended to all Church Judicatories, to 
ply to the Civil Magiſtrates within their Bounds, for Exe- 
curing the Laws competent to them in theſe matters, and 
where the concurrence and aſſiſtance of Supreme Judicato- 
ties is requiſit, the Commiſſions to be appointed by this and 
fubſequent General Aſſemblies are hereby enjoined to name 
Committee of ſome of their number from time to time, to 
ſroſecute the ſame according to Law, and to manage the ſaids 
Miions and Contribution; And farder to render effectual 
the Overtures and AQ of the ſaid late Commiſſion, dated the 
thirteenth day of the ſaid Moneth, made for the better raiſing 
ofthe ſaid Contribution and manageing ofthe ſame, and for be- 
d this ſo good a Work, the General Aſſembly does accor- 
ing thereto, 190. Deſire each Miniſter, who has not already 
lone the ſame in complyance with the ſaid Act of the Commiſ· 
fon, Jet to advance a quarter of an years Centeſima of their Sti- 
gend for one year, and recommends it to the. Brethren, ho are 
Nembers of this Aſſembly, to advance their proportion preſent - 
ikthey can conveniently do it. 249, Agrees, That cach Pro- 
Nationer to be miſſionanted be allowed Two Hundered Merks 
kr halfa year, 3+io. That theſe Probationers be under the In- 
po ofthe Presbytries of the bounds to which they go, and 
they join with the Miniſter of the Paroch, ſometimes aſſi- 
ſing him in Preaching as ſaid is, and in informing of the 
Fiplein reference to the Truth; And the General Aſſembly 
"Paints great care to be taken in chuſing fit and able young 
Ieato be ſent on this Deſign ; and for that end ſeriouſly re- 
"MMends it to all the Presbytries to ſend Accounts of ſuch 
ſom time to time tothe ſaids Commiſſions or their Commits 
en, and theſe young Men are hereby enjoined before they 
oon in their Miſſion to ſpend at leaſt a Moneth in ſome of 
lie Univerſities in ſtud ying the Cavils of the Popiſh Miſſio- 
Wis and the fitteſt way of dealing with the people; And 
be General Aſſembly hereby impowers the ſaids Commiſſi. 
7% or their Committees to give ſuitable Advices and Dire» 
tO theſe young Men as to their Conduct in their wank. 
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And the Synods »nd Presbytries in the South are hereby de. 
fired to ſend in their Contributions to the Commiſſion of this 
Aſſembly , or the Committee to be choſen by them for ma. 
nagement thereof as ſaid is, and theſe in the North tothe 
Presbytries to which theſe young Men are ſent, as ſoon as it i; 
poſſible, that the ſame may be payed tothe young Men; And 
farder the General Aſſembly appoints their Commiſſion tg 
draw up a diſtin Accounr'of the lamentable circumſtance; 
of thele places where Popery moſt prevails, in order tg 
move people to contribute 10 ſo pious a Work; And ſeing ir 
may be difficult to get Probationers having the [riſþ Language 
for all theſe Highland places which may need this Aſſiſtance; 
The General Aſſembly appoints that ſuch Probationers who 
have not the Iriſh Language ſhall preach that half of the 
day in which the Miniſter uſeth to preach in Engliſh, and 
ſhall be aſſiſtant to him in dealing privatly with theſe who 
Have only Exglib, and in like manner the Aſſembly re 
commends that ſome fir Books be diſperſed among the people 
for their Information , and appoints that ſpecial care be taken 
to excire and keep the people intent on practical Godlyneſs, 
and to ſhew how. Popery is diſtructive thereto, and Mini. 
fters are obteſted to beware of Selfcon-fidence in the ma 
nagement of this Work, or of leaning to their own Abili 
ties and Gifts, but that they do all with ſpecial Dependance 
on God through Chriſt, and with Prayer to him for A 
and Skill to manage the Work aright, and to bleſsit wi 
Succeſs: And laſtly. as the Rolls and Names of Papiſt 
ste to be given up to the Clerks of Privy Countil yeat- 
ly, ſo it is hereby appointed and ordained that at every Sy- 
nod the Names of the Papiſts within the ſeveral Pariſhes of 
their bounds be given in to the Clerk of the Synod, thattheir 
j | Enicreaſe or Decreaſe may be the better known, and ſuitable 
proviſion may be made tor recovering the ſeduced, and pre- 
venting the Seduction of moe, and that the ſeveral Synods 
do tranſmit theſe Liſts of Papiſts yearly to the , Commiſſions 
| of Aſſemblies, and the ſaids Commiſſioners are hereby In- 
N ſtructed and Enjoined to take care that the above particulars 
and the Acts of Aſſembly made thereanent be ſtrictly obſerr- 
ed and put to due Execution, and that they do apply tothe 
Government as necd ſhall iequire, for Protection and Alf. 
ſtance to ſuch as ſhall be {cat in Miſſion as aforefaid. = 
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Edinburgh, 16 4pil 1707. Seſſ. . 


* 
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HE General Aſſembly having this day had produced 
Jin their preſence the Regiſter of the Adings and pro- 
ceedings of the Commiſſion appointed by the late General 
aſembly, and having heard the Report of the Committee 
of their own Number, who were not Members of the ſaid 


Commiſſion , but appointed to conſider, examine and re- 


viſethe ſaid Regiſter, withtheir Obſerves thereupon and An- 
wers made thereto by the Moderator and other Members of 
the Commiſſion, the ſaid Commiſſion were removed, and 


Mr. Thomas Black Miniſter of the Goſpel at Perth was cho- 
ſen Moderator pro tempore (the Moderator of this Aſſembly 
having been a member of the Commiſſion) the General 
Aſſembly having maturely conſidered the ſaid Report and 


Anſwers made thereto, they did by their Vote and hereby 


do uganimouſly ratify and approve the Actings and Proceed- 


ings of the ſaid Commiſſion contained in their Regiſters 


ſubſcribed by the Reverend Mr. William Wiſheart Modera - 


ot and Mr. John Dundas Clerk, beginning the ſeventeenth day 
if 4rilin the year 1706 and ending the ſeventh day of April 
inſtant 1707 years nue, and do commend and thank 
them for the great Teal, Faithful neſs and Diligence which 
they have evidenced in their ſaids Proceedings, And do find 
that they have managed the Affairs of the Church commir- 
ted to them by the late General Aſſembly conform to their 


nftroftions thereanent, 
— the Synod of Otknay | ind Evreltios aviibed 
2a Fase xv * I 


: Edinburgh, 17 April 1707. Sef. g: | 


General Aſſembly having heard the Report oftheie 
Committes for the Affairs of the Church in the Norrh, 


the Highlands and Iſlends to whom the Petitions or the Pref. 


ries of Terlan, Orknay and Caithneſs were referred, and 
0 having heard the Commiſſioners from theſe Presbytriesat 


ibis Aembly, They did and hereby do Apppoint the Act of 
the General Aembly dated the x 18 day of April 3706 con- 


*- 4 


cerning 


| 


—— 
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cerning the more convenient meeting and greater eaſe of 


the provincial Synod of Caithneſs , Orkngy and Zztland, io 


continue and ſtand in force in ali time coming without gif. 
joining the Presbytries of Zecland of Caithneſs therefrom ot 
annexing the Presbytry of Southerland thereto, and ſein 

that but few-of the Presbytry of Ze:land can convenient)y 
attend that Synod, and that there are therein but two Pres, 
bytries beſides, ſo that in ſome caſes that meetting cannot do 
the Work of a Sy nod, and there being eighteen Miniſters 


in the Presbytry of Orknay, the General Aſſembly did and 


hereby do divide and ered the ſame into two Presbytries, vic. 
the Miniſters of the Pariſhes in the Main- land and Soul- 
Iſas of Orknay with a Ruling Elder for each Miniſter in one 
Presbytry, to have their Meeting for ordinary at Kjrind, 
and to be called the Presbytry of Xirbwall, and the Mi. 
niſters of the Worth. Iſies, namely Rocſay, Egilſhay , We. 
Fray and Papay, Northronalaſbay, Sanday, and Strau 
and Shapinſay' with a Ruling Elder for each Miniſter in ano. 
ther ſeparat  Presbytry , to have their Meeting for ordinary 
in the Iſle of Ed, and to be called the Presbytry of the 
North Iſies, and in caſes of Weight and difficulty the Gene. 


ral Aſſembly appoints one of the Miniſters. of  Azrkwdl and 


the Miniſters-of Evie and Dearzeſs to correſpond with the 
faid Presbytry of the Worth Iſles and meet therewith, and 
do hereby ordain the Presbytries of Caithneſs, Kjrkodll, the 
North Iſles and Ttetland to bring yearly. their Books to the 8 


nod of Orknay to be by them reviſed, and becauſe the hre. 


thren of the Presbytry of et land, are rare aud 
Trouble in attending the ſaid Synod, and ſome of them it 
more than others of them, the Aſſembly appoints the Bre. 
thren of the ſaid Presbytry to go to the Synod by turus and 
to bear equal burden in publick matters, and ordains Lei- 
ters tobe written to the Presbytries in theſe bounds Intimat- 
ing the Premiſſes to them, and that the Synod of Roſcs and 
Orknay keep a mutual Correſpondence as is uſual in other 8). 
n 
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4 devi o Form of Prouſe is the Jadieatories of th 


Charth , with ration to Scandals and Cenſures. 
TW General Aﬀembly having this day and at ſeveral fars 
mer Diets had read in their Audience the Overturescon- 
cerning a Form of Proceſs in the Iudicatories of this Church 
with relation to Scandals and Cenſures, which were tranſ. 
mitted by the late General Alſembly to the ſeveral Frey 
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or their Judgement thereupon, and having maturely conſide- 
red the ſaids whole Overtures with the Remarks and Obſer- 
vations of Presbytries made upon the ſame after full reaſon- 
ing, both in Committees and open Aſſembly upon the ſeve. 


ral particulars contained in the ſaid Form of Proceſs, the 
Caneral Aſſembly did by their Votes Nemine contra dicente, 
and hereby do ratify and approve the foreſaid Form of Pro- 
&&500w amended in the whole Heads and Articles there- 
d, and Appoint and Oxdain the ſame tobe obſerved and pra- 
led by the teſpective Judicatories of this Church as an Act 
1nd Ordinance of Aſſembly, and as fixed binding Rules and 
Directions in the Whole matters therein contained, execpt 
the 7, 8 and 9 Paragraphs of the fourth Chapter and what 
concerns the preſſing of rhe Oath of Purgation. As to which 
the General Aſſembly ſuperceeds at this time to enjoin the Ob 
ſervation thereof as poſitive ſtanding Rules, but they did and 
hereby Do unanimouſly recommend to the ſeveral Presby tries 
and other Judicatories of the Church, that they regulat them- 
klves according to the Advice therein inſinuated, as they 
ſhall find to tend moſt to Edification; The Tenor of which 
Form of Proceſs follows. | | 


The Form of Proceſs in the Judicatories 
cf the Church of Scotland; With te. 
lation to Scandals and Cenſuret. 


CHAP. L 
Concerning Church Government, Diſcipline, Scandals and 
| Cenſares in general, | 


UR LORD JESUS CHRIST hath Inſtituted a 
Government, and Governouts Eccleſiaſtical in his 
Houſe, with Power io meet for the Order and Go- 
ſernment thereof; And to that purpoſe, the ApoZles did im- 
mediatly receive the Keys from the Hands of theit Lord and 
lelter JESUS CHRIST, and did uſe and exerciſe the ſame 
upon all occaſions, and CHRIST hath from time to time 
lraiſhed ſome in his Church with Gifts for Government, 
ad with Commiſſion to exerciſe it when called _—_— 
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18 The ACTS of the 
and has promiſed His Preſence to be with them to the end f 
the World. 

2. It is agreeable to, and founded on the Word of GOD, 
that ſome others, beſides theſe who Labour in the Word and 
Eofrine be Church Governours, to join with the Miniſters of 
the Word in the Government of the Church and Exerciſe of 
Diſcipline and overſight of the manners of the People, which 
Officers are called Ruling Elders: As alſo, that the Church be 
Governed by ſeveral ſorts of Judicatories, and one in Subordi. 
nation to the other, ſuch as Kirk-Seſſions, Presbytries, Pro- 
vincial Sy nods and General Aſſemblies. 

3. Church-Diſcipline and Cenſures, for judgeing and re. 
moving of Offences are of great uſe and neceſſity in the 
Church, that the Name of God by reaſon of ungodly and 
wicked Perſons liveing in the Church, be not Blaſphemed, 
nor His Wrath provocked againſt His People, that the Godly 
be not leavened with, but preſerved from the contagion, and 
ſtricken with fear, and that Sinners who are to be cenſured 
may be aſhamed, to the deſtruction of the Fleſh, and ſaving 
of the Spirit in the day of the Lord Jeſus. 

4 Nothing ought to be admitted by any Church Judic:. 
tory as the ground of a Proceſs for Cenſure, but what hath 
been declared cenſurable by the Word of God, or ſome AR 
or univerſal cuſtom of this National Church agreeable there- 
to; And the ſeveral Judicatories of this Church ought totaks 
timous notice of all Scandals : But it is judged, that if a Scan- 
dal ſhall happen not to be noticed in order to cenſure for the 
ſpace of Five years, it ſhould not beagain revived; ſo as to 
enter in a Proceſs thereanent, unleſs it be of an hainous nature, 
or become again flagrant, but the Conſciences of ſuch Per- 
ſons ought to be ſeriouſly dealt with in privat to bring them 

to a ſenſe of their Sin and Duty. 8 5 

5. Theſe Aſempliesgr Church Tugicatories beforemen- 
tioned have power toconveen and call before them any per b 
ſons within their own Bounds, whom the Eccleſiaſtick uf ei 
neſs, which is before them doth concern, either as party Wi; 4, 
neſs or otherways, and to examine them according to te -; 
nature of the Affair, and to hear and determine in ſuch caſes a m 
ſhall orderly come before them, and accordingly diſpene 15 
Church Cenſures. FF 
6. If a perſon be charged with a Scandal, who lives wir 4 

in the Boynds of another Pariſh, the Kirk Seſſion of the pi by 
Tiſh where that perſon reſides ſhould be defired to cauſe ity - 
that perſon to Anſwer before the Seſſion in whoſe Boundstie 
Scandal happened, and the ſame courſe is to be followed is 
ſuch cafes by the other judicatories of the Church, ſeing ſc 
Orders ſake they ſhould not preſume to exerce their Auths' 
Tity without their own Boungs, 
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„ The Miniſter of the Word being in Office above _ 
ofthe Ruling Elder, cannot be lyable to the cenſure of the 
Kirk-Sefſioo, but to the Superior Judicatories of the Church. 


CHAP, II. 


Concerning the entering of © Proceſes, Citation of Parties, and 
22 and taking Depoſitions; and anent Fugitives from 
D 


Embers of Kirk Seſſions are wiſely to conſider the Infor. 
mation they get of Scandals and conſult with their Mi- 
riſter thereanent, even before che ſame be Communicat to 
thers, that thereby the ſpreading of the Scandal may be pre. 
rented, and it may be removed by privat Admonition accor- 
ding to our Lord and Saviours Rule Matth. 18. 15, which if 
mend ment follow, is the far better way of gaining and re- 
covering a lapſed Brother, whereas the needleſs ſpreading of a 
dandaſ does ſometimes harden the guilty, grieve the Godly, 
2nd is dishonourable to Religion. 1 | 
2, When any buſineſs is moved ina Church Judicatory, 
whether by Information, Petition or otherwiſe, they are in 
the firſt pace to conſider, whether the matter in its circum- 
ſtantiat caſe he proper for them to enter upon, and whether 
it be orderly brought in, and proper for them to cognoſce and 
diſcuſs it themſelves, or prepare it for Superior Judicatories, 
and ſhould endeavour to ſhorten their Work as much as with 
the Edification of the Church they can, eſpecially as to the 
head of Scandal; but ſtill on alloccafions the Office- bearers in 
the Houſe of God are to ſhe w all prudent Zeal againſt Sin. 
3. In proceeding in all Cauſes, where there is any perſon 
br parties concerned, the Judicatoty is to ſee, that before they 
, theſe perſons e be duely ſiſted before them 
a legal and timeous Citation in write, bearing its cauſe, 
ether at the inſtance of a party complaining, or atleaſt by or- 
derofthe Judicatory; and if they be reſiding within the pa. 
rſh, the fame may be fourty eight Hours Advertiſe- 
ment, and the Execution of the Summonds bearing its cauſe, 
and made before twoor three Witneſſes infert, is to be return» 
ed by the Beadle or Officiar in Writing, and the perſons cit- 
ed, called at the door; And this is eſpecially to be obſerved 
by Presbytries and other Superior Judicatories of the Church. 
4 Sometimes it may be fit that the party be privately 
ſpoken to, before any citation be given or Proceſs begun, tor 
their better gaining, in which caſe the Miniſter is to exerciſe 
bis own diſcretion, and take the concurrence of Elders and 
hers with him, but ifthe partycited as above, — 
re 
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there ought tobe a ſecond and then a third Citation givenby 
| the order of the Seſſions and Presbytries, either perſonally, or 
| | left at their Dwelling houſe before the Judicatory declarethe 
* perſon contumacious, unleſs the party be cited to appear beſote 
1 a Superiour Judicatory by Reference or Appeal, in which 
| caſethere is not that need of ſo many Citations, before the 
Superior. Judicatory, the Party having actually appeared he. 
| ſeore the Inferior Judicatory; And being cited apud aa top. 
| | pear before the Superior, and the ſame marked in the Mi. 
nuts, or having been declared contumacious before the cauſe 
was brought before the Superior Judicator x. 
5. All Citations apud acta are peremprory, and if iaſtryg. 
ed, infer contumacy if not obeyed. 3 | 
6. If the perſon do not appear on the third Citation, or upon 
a Citation apud acta, and no relevant excuſe adduced and 
verified, tho in that caſe he he cenſurable for contumacy, yet 
it may be fit the Judicatory proceed to take cognition, either 
by Examining Witneſſes upon Oath, or by other Documents 
of the verity of the Scandals delated againſt him, before they 
cenfure him for contuma . 
7. If the Party appear, then the Moderator is to inform 
the perſon of the occaſion of his being called, and to give him 
if deſired, a ſhort noie in writing thereof, with the Names of 
the Witneſſes that are to be made uſe of 
8. There ſeemstobenoneed of Acculers or Inſormets in 
1 Eccleſiaſtick Proceſſes, where the ſame are not raiſed at the 
h inſtance of a 2 complaining formally, but the party if cit- 
i ed by order ofthe Judicatory, is to Anſwer the Judicatoryin 
| | what is laid tohis Charge; Let ſo, that if the party cited be 
ro found innocent and acquitted, theſe who informed the Judi- 
| catory, Whether the parry require it, or not, o ught to be 
| noticed, for either their Calumny or Imprudence, as the Ju; 
dicatory ſhall find cauſe. F 
. If there be Witneſſes to be made uſe of in the Proceſs, 
a Liſt of their Names ought to be given to the Hefenders ſame 
time before, or at leaſt at their compearance, and the Wir, 
neſſes ought to be timeouſly cited to give evidence, and if 
they refuſe after three Citations given, and Executions return 
ed , may beproceeded with as Contumacious; or if judged 
| needful, after the firſtor ſecond citation application may be 
=. | made tothe Civil Magiſtrat, that he may oblige them to ap: Will 
710 Before the Witneſſes be judicially examined, the 2c* Wl Fa 
cuſed perſon is to be called, and the 3 of the Lybel WM in 
diſcuſſed, and if the Defender compear, ke may object againſt I be 
any of them, and if the objection be relevant, and made evi: Fr 
dent to the Judicatory, the Witneſſes are to be caſt, Bu 
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Perſon's being the Delator or Inſormer, doth not hinder him 
tobe a Witnels, except in the caſe where he formally com- 
plained for his own Intereſt, or of pregnant preſumprions of 

Malice againſt the perſon accuſed. E „ 

11. Though there be no relevant obje tion, yet the Wit- 


nefſes are ſolemnly to be purged of Malice, bribe or good 


deed done or ro be done, and of partial counſel. 

12. The Witneſſes are to be ſworn and examined in the 
preſence of the accuſed party if compearing, and he may de- 
ſre the Moderator to. propoſe ſuchqueſtions or croſs queſti- 
dus to the Witneſſes, as may tend for his Exculpation, which 
if the Judicatory think pertinent are to be propoſed, but no 
ccuſed perſon is to interrupt the Witneſſes, or ipeakdyring 
the time of Depoſition. bd. | 

13. If the party accuſed dobefore probation offer grounds 
of Exculpation to be proven by Witnefles, the Moderator 
and Clerk, if required, are to give Warrand to cite the Wit - 
neſſes vpon the Parties Charges, the relevancy of the offered 
Exculpation being firſt conſidered and ſuſtained by the Jus 
licatory, and if che Exculpation be fully proven as to the 
ſubſtance of the Scandal, all further proof of the Lybel and 
accuſation muſt there ſiſt, and the Defender is to be aſſoilzied, 
8 ifthe Lybel be ſpecial as to the time and place of a Fact, 
ind the accuſed more pregnantly alledge and clearly prove 
alli, but if the ſubſtance of the Scandal be once ſuſtained 
ind deponed upon, there can be no place for Exculpation, 
unleſs it be as to ſome extenuating or alleviating circum - 
112 el contrary to, but conſiſtent with the Depoſitions 

taken. | 

"+ IF Witnelfes cannot Subſcribe their Names to their De- 
poſition; the Clerk is to mark that they declare they cannot 
Writ, and the Moderator is to Subſcribe the ſame, whether 

15. After the Depoſitions are ended, the Parties being re- 
moved, the Members ofthe Judicatory at the ſame er ſome 
iherdyet tbereto appointed, are toadviſe the cauſe, and there 
and then to reaſon the Affair calmly, ſpeaking always to the 
Moderator one after another, without interrupting one ano» 
ther, uſing no reflecting Language to, or of one another, 
nor too long harrangues of digreſſions. 5 

16. If any perſon or perſons under Proceſs for Scandals 
cbcond, they ſhould after being called before the Judicatory 
aud not compearing , be cited firſt from the Pulpit of the 
ati where the Proceſs depends and where they reſide, 


ud if they do not thereupon appear before the judicatory 
beſore whom the Proceſs depends; they are by order of the 
trebytry to be cited from the Pulpits of all the Kirks with- 


u their bounds to compear before the Presbytry ; And if 
bey do nor then compear , chey are to be declared * 
8 * 8 p F 5 0 , 
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from. Church Diſcipline, and the ſame intimate in allthe 


Kirks within the bounds of the Presbytry, defiring , that 
if any knows of the ſaids Fugitives, they may acquaint 


the Miniſter or Elder of the bounds thereof, and the Pre. 


Concerning Swe arers, Carſers , Profaners of the Lordi. Dy, 
| Drunkards and other Scandais of that nature. | 


T may fall out that one ſingle Act of Drunkenneſs pr 
Fs Breach of the Lords-Day, i {obedience to Parents, orof 
Swearing, Cutſing, Scolding, Fighting, Lying, Cheating oc 
Stealing, may be cloathed with ſuch Circumſtances as may 
be a jùſt ground of Proceſs immediately, and, even brin 
the perſons guilty under the Cenſure of the leſſer Excommy. 
nication and Suſpenſion from the benefit of the ſealing Ot. 
dinances, and require their appearance in preſence. of the 


Conꝑregation to be rebuked, before relaxation, but the 


weight of thisis duely to be pondered , and Church Judi. 
catories and Members thereof, are to conſider, whether the 
privat Admonition of perſons alledged and found guilty of 
the above Scandals, if not cloathed with ſuch Circumſtances 
or the bringing them to publick, will read moſt to Edita. 


tion, and proceed accordingly, 


— 


2. But ordinarly in all ſuch Offences, the guilty for the 
firſt fault would he ſpoken to in privat by the Miniſter or 
an Elder and admoniſhed, and on promiſe*from a Senſe of 
Guilt to amend}, they may ſiſt therme. | 
3. But if the perion relapſe, he ſhould be-eplled before 
the Seſſion, and if found guilty may be there qudlicially re- 
buked, where the Seſſion on promiſe, from a due Seuſe af 
Sin, to amend may again ſiſ]t. 
4. But if the perſon amend not after that, the Seſſon 
ſhould orderly proceed unleſs Repentance appear and due $4: 
tisfaetion be offered, till they inflict the Cenſure of the le 
{er Excommunication and Suſpenſion from the benefite of 
the ſealing Ordinances, under which the cenſured are tolſe 
till Amendment and Reformation. 
5. With reſped to Scandals, the groſsneſs whereof males 
it neceſſary to bring the perſons guilty oftner than once be- 
ſote the Congregation, the Rules preſcribed by the fourth 
AR of the General Aſſembly ano One Thouſand Seven 
Hundered and Five are to be followed.  _ 

6. If the guilty perſons continue in this Condition, & 
lye under the Cenſure of the leſſer -Excommunication 4 
conſiderable time, and yet be found ſrequently relophng 7 


. 


bytry are to ſiſt there untill they get further notice of theſe 


upon as contumacious 


Game! Aſinth, 1465. a 


ſuch a degree of Contumacy, and ſo aggtavat the Crime 
25 to found. a Proceſs of the cenfure of the higher Excom- 
munication, which is to be inflicted, or not, as may tend 
moſt to oy reclaiming of the guilty perſon and Edification 
of the CHurchi. | | we 98 | - 


CHAP. 1V. 


Corterning the Sin of. Forniedtion , Adultery and Seaxddlodn 


Coriage tending thereto. - | 


N Delations about the fin of Uncleanneſs, it falls Fre: 
quently out, that when the matter is put to the ſtricteſt 
Trial, all that can be proven is but prefumprions of Guilt ct 
Sandatous Behaviour, and not the Act of Uncleanneſs, 
the ſame being a Work of Darkneſs; and therefore thi 
ſhould oblige the Kirk Seſſion to be very cautious howto 
admitt the publick entering a proceſs without good warrand, 
wherethere is not a Child in the caſe, unleſs the Scandal b 
2. Many of theſe Actions which give occaſion to the raif: 
ing a Scandal of Uncleanneſs, are ſuch as are not themſelves 
alone publickly cenſurable; but to be paſt by with a private 
Rebuke or Admoni tion 8 
. Let ſome of theſe Actions which come under the Name 
of Scandalous Behaviour, may be ſo laſcivious and obſcene, and 
coahed with fach Circumſtances, as may be as offenſive as 
the. Act of Uucleanneſs it ſelf ; andias tenfurabe; 
4 lf a married Woman whoſe Hasband hath been riottoure. 
ly abſentfor z conſiderable time, beyond the ordinary time 
that Women vſe to go with Child, be found with Child, 
this alſo may give ground to a Kirk Seſſion for a Proceſs a- 


- 


ainſt her; But in this Caſe Judicatories would be prudent 


ja conſidering; well all Circutnftances, and whether or not 


the perſon hath been always of entire Fame before; as alſo 
bow the publick Fame now runs 
When an unmarried Woman is known to be with 


Child; the ſame gives ground to a Kirk Seſſion for a Pro- 
cls againſt ber, and aſter ſhe is cited before the Seſſion and 
appearerh., ſhe is to be Interrogat who is the Father of that 


Child, and thoughi in other caſes the divulging of a Secret 


may be very imprudent and indeed the raifing of a Scandal, 
het in this caſe where there is a Child, whereby there is an 
undenyable Scandal, and the keeping ſecret of the Father a 
ground of greater Offence, and of ſuſpecting many innocent 
perſogs, if ſhe diſcover not the Father, ſhe is to be lockt 
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6. Prudence may ſometime require that the perſon ſhe 
nameth-to be the Father of the Child, be informed thereof, 
and- ſpoke to privately, and if he deny the ſame, he is ſeri. 
ouſly to be dealt with to confels, but if he ill deny, then 
the Seffion is to cauſe cite him to appear before them. 
7. In this Proceſs when «the delated Father compeareih, 
he is to be Interrogat, and if he deny, he is to be confront. 
ed with the Woman; and the. pfeſumptions, as particularly 
held forth as poſſible, and all along there ſhould be privat 
T reatipg with hum, in all Meekneis, Charity and Seriouj. 
dess, and if after all this he deny, though the Womans Te. 
ſtimony can be no ſufficient evidence àgainſt him, yer preg, 
nant-preſumprions,- ſuch as ſuſpicious frequenting her Com. 
pany, or being ſolus cum ſola in loco fuſpecto, or in ſuſped 
poſtures and ſuch like Which he cannot diſprove to the 5. 
tisfaction of the Seſſion, may ſo lay the Guilt upon him, a; 
to ſhew him, that there appears no other way of removing 
the Scandal, but his Appearance to be publickly rebuked 
therefor; If he will not ſubmit himſelf to be rebuked 282. 
bove, it perhaps may be more for Edification that a true Nar. 
rative of the caſe be laid before the Congregation, and) Inti 
mation given that there can be no further procedure in ct 
matter, till God in His Providence give further Light, a 
ta ſiſt there at the time, than that an Oath be preſt, aud 
upon refuſal proceed to the higher Exeqmmunication ; Bur if 
the perſon accuſed do offer his Oath of Purgation, and 
crave the Friviledge thereof, the 'Presbytry may (if they 
ſhall judge it for Edification and removing of che Scandal, 
allow the ſame which: may be to this purpoſe; I. 4. B, 
now under proceſs before the Presbytry 2 or the ſin 
f alledged tobe committed by me with C. D. 
* and lying vader that grievoũ Slander, being repute 23 
one guilty of that Sin; I for ending of the ſaid Procefsand 
„giving ſatisfaction to all good people, do declare before 
« God and this that I am innocent and free of the 
« {aid finof or having carnal Knowledge of theſaid C. D. 
and bereby call the great God, the Judger and Avenger 
4 of all Falſhood, to be witneſs and Judge againſt me in this 
4 matter if I be guilty; And this Ido by taking His Bleſſed 
Name in my Mouth , and ſwearing by Him, who is the 
« great Judge, Puniſhetand- Avenger as ſaid is, and that 
ein the ſincerity of my Heart according to the Truth of the 
matter and mine own Conſcience, as I ſhall Anſwer to God 
* inthe Laſt and Great Day, when I ſhall Rand before Him 
te toanſwer for all that I do in the Fleſh, and as I would par: 
te take of his Glory in Heaven after this Liſe is at an end. 
8. In taking this Oath for Putgation, all Tenderneſs and 
Caution is to be uſed , nor is the Seſſion 0 preſs any Man 
thereto, but they are to deal with him and his 2 
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gin the ſight of God , and if he offer to give his Oath, the 
ſudicatory are to accept it or not as they ſhall ſee cauſe, und 
wen.co proceed to remeve the Scandal, with the Advice of 
the Presbytry, as may be molt to Edification; But this Qath 
8 cot to be taken in any caſe bur this, when the Preſumpti- 


ons are ſo great that they creat ſuch — in tharCpogre: | 
remove the ſuſpicion - 


pation and Seſſion, that nothing w 
bu the Mans Oath of Purgation , and when his Oath will. 
probably remove the Scandal and Suſpicion, in all other 
caſes this Oath is in vain, and fo ſhould not be admitted 
ad never but by advice of the Presbytry, — ©. 

, This Oath for purgation is to be taken either before the 
Kick Seſſion or Presbytry, or the Congregation as the Pres« 
bytry ſhall determine, and if the Oath be taken before the 
«ſin or Presbytry, it is to be intimat to the Congregation 
that ſuch a perſon hath taken ſuch an Oath, and the Parry 
nay be obliged to be preſent in the Congregation; and ma 
te pur publickly to own his purging himſelf by Oath, ws 
he declared free from tue alledged Scandlall 

10. After an end is made as above with the delated Pa- 
ther, the Woman is to be dealt with to give the true Father 
1nd if atter all ſerious dealing and due Diligence, ſhe give 
to other, ſhe is to be cenſured according to the quality of 
the offence conſeſt by her, without naming the perſon delat- 
u by her , the Judicatory reſerving place for further tenſure 
pon further Diſcovery, | 2064709 201-39 705 
"11, If ths Woman who hath brougbt forth the Child ** 
nh declare ſhe knoweth not the Father, alledging ſhe was 
fred; as in the Fields by a perſon unknown, o any the 
lke reaſon ; In theſe caſes great Prudence is to be uſed, the 
firmer Behaviour of che Woman exactly ſearcht into; and 
be &rioufly dealt with to be ingenuous;- and if the hath 
ren of entire Fame, ſhe may be put to it to declate the 
the Truth as if ſhe were upon Oath ,/ but not without the 
Advice of the Presbytry, and no formal Oath ſhould be 
taken, and if the Woman ſhe was not forced; but 
loch not know the Man, whether married or unmarried ; 
ove Ceaſure is to be inflicted upon her, as in the caſe 


12. If a perſon doth voluntarly confeſs Uneleanneſs; and 
l there be no Child, and the caſe be brought to the 
Knk-Sefſon , the Seſſion is to enquire what preſumptions 
lere are of the Truth of the thing confeſt, or what may 
10 ved the to make that Conteſſion, whether it 
90 diſquietneſs of Mind, or from ſiniſtrous deſign, 
4 yheg.a Man ſuing to a Woman for Marriage is denyed, 
ind for Revenge, or for to obtain his deſire ſpreads the Re- 
portthat he hath been guilty 5 her, they are * 
Wuh, 
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with, according as the preſumptions upon ſearch, are ſounc 
Sees ie BY 
* + 13. If it be found that there is no ground for the Confeſſi. 
on, and that it is falſe, the perſon confeſſing is to be cenſur- 
ed as deſaming himſelſ, and likewiſe as a Slanderer of the 
other party; And withall Application is to be made by the 

Seſſion to the civil Magiſtrat, that he may be puniſhed ac. 
Fading e uot to 2 8 
14. If there be need of Witneſſes, the Ditection; for. 
merly mentioned Chapter 24. are to be followed. 

15. When perſons guilty of Uncleannefs live one in one 
Pariſh;and another in another Pariſh, the Proceſs againſt them, 
and Cenſures are to be before the Seſſion of the Pariſh where 
the Woman liveth, or where the Scandal is moſt nottoyr. 
16. It a Scandalof Uncleanneſs be committed where nei. 

ther party reſides, as if pei ſons having their fixed Reſidence ig 
- one; Pariſh do commit Uncleanneſs in another Pariſh, or per. 
haps in the Fields, or in the time of Fairs or Mercats; Intheſs 
caſes, they are to be proceſſed and cenſured where their ord; 
nary abode is, except the place of their Abode be at a conſide 
rable diſtance from the place where the Sin was committed, 
and the Scandal be moſt. flagrant where it was, committed, 

17. When there is a Scandal of Uncleanneſs whereof per. 
ſons are guilty living in different Pariſhes , the Seſſion when 
the Sin was committed is to acquaint the other Seſſions when 
any of the perſons reſides, who are e debito to cauſe ſum 
mond theſe perſons to appear before that Seſſion , where the 
Scandal is to be tryed. NA nn en 
18. When a perſon is convict of Scandal by a Seffion 
of another Congregation than his own, and the Cenfureof 
the leſſer: Excommunication is inflicted, the Seſſion is to ſend 
an account thereof to that Seſſion to which he belongs, but 
there is no need of any other Sentence of his own Seſſion, 

to fix the Cenſure on him, but only a publick Intimation 
thereof to be made in his own Farin. 
19. When a perſon is cenſured and abſolved from bis Scat 
dal in another Congregation than where he lives, he 1s U 
bring a. Teſtimonial of his Abſolution, which is to be in 
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mat to the Congregation he lives in, if the Scandal be all 
flagrant there; Otherways it will be ſufficient to intimattif 
ſame to the Seſſion, and the ſame is to be done in the caſed 
the Profeſſion of Repentance where there has been 3 Ke 


. 


tence of the leſſer Excommunication. 
CHAP. V. ee 
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the Appellant if found guilty is to undergo a Cenſure, eit 
before the Kirk-Seſſion or Chaprepacen he belongs to, . 
as the Presbytry thinks he deſerves, elſe Preshytries will be 
always troubled with Appeass. 
6. Ifon the other hand, on tryal of the Proceſs, the Pre. 
bytry find the Kirk Seſſion hath unwarrantably proceeded 
either in contributing to the raiſing of a Scandal, ot infliQting 
the Cenſure without a ſufficient cauſe, and thereby the an 
pellant leſed; The Presbytrie is not only to aſſoilzie the Appel. 
lant, but to take ſuch ways as may be proper and effectual to 
vindicat the Appellants Innocence, and wipe off the Scandal 
taken at him. 1 3 e 
7. Herein the Presbytry is to exerciſe great Prudence, 
doing Juſtice io the Innocent, yet fo, as not to weaken the 
Kirk-S&ffions Authority ia that Congregation, if in Juſtice 
ir can be avoided. | 3 1 
8. But ſuch an Emergent may very well octaGon the 
Presbytries giving the Minifter and Elders of that Seton 
fultable enjunctions and Rules to walk by, or private Admo- 
nitions, or to call for a Viſitation of theirSeffion Regiſter, | 
9. The ſame method is to be followed in Appeals from 
Presby tries to Sy nods, and from Synods to Genetal Aſſemblies, 
10. An Appeal being made by Parties, ſhould ſiſt the 
Execution of the Sentence appealed from, only while the Api 
[ram is duly and diligently proſecute, and may thereby be 
etermined, otherwiſe not, unleſs the Judicatory appealed 
fo, receive the Appeal, and take the Affair before them, 
And'inthat cafe the Judieatory Appealed from, is to ſilt until 


the Appealbediſcull, 
7 15 CHAP. WH; 


Concerning Proceſſe which natively begin at the Kirk (fun, 
hat wee oleh oof kn ieh be 


A HERE are me Proceſſes, which natively begi attha 
I Kirk Sehon, which, forthe attrocity of Ko 255 
ot difficulty in the Affair, or general concern, the Seſſion har. 


ing the opportunity ot frequent Meetings of the Presbytry 10 


have recourſe unto, do not determine of themſelves, ſuch 


as Scandalsof Inceſt, Adultery, Trilaps in Fornication, Mut- 
der, Atheiſm, Idojatry, Witchcraft, Charming, and Heteſie 
and Error, vented and made publick by any in the Congrega · 
tion, Schiſm and Separation from the publick Ordinagces, Fro. 
ceſſes in order to the higheſt Cenſures of the Church, and con- 
tinued Contumacy ; But the Kirk. Seſſion having regeived lo- 
formation of ſuch groſs Scandals, they are to En lame 


according tothe Rules and Direttions preſcribed them in Pro 
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gſcs, which belong to their peculiar Province, and if they 


find good ground for a Proeeſs, they are to deal with the per 
{on accuſed co confeſs, that which now cannot be hid nor 


when done the Seſſion is to refer the caſe, and ſend an Extract 
of their procedure. thereanent to the Presbytr ). 

+ When there is no Conſeſſion af the Scandals above- 
mentioned, the Seſſion are not to proceed to lead probation 
by Witneſſes ot preſumptions, till an account of the matter be 
brooght by Reference to the Presbytry as aforeſaid, and the 
Presbytry do thereupon appoint the Seſſion to proceed and 
kad Probation ; And after Probation is led, the ſame is to be 
brought to the Peresbytry, who may inflict what Cenſure 
they ſee cauſe. 6-3, . 

Sometimes it will fall out that the Proceſs is ſo clear, 
nia a caſe of judicial confeſſion; that the Kirk- Seſſion may 
zunmond the Delinquent when before them «ped a#s, to 
compear before the Presbytry, without previous acquainti 
them thereof, but where there is any difficulty, the Kirk 
eos ſhould inform the Presbytry and take their Advice 
before a party be Summoned before them. | * 

4 When the Patty or Parties compear before the Pres- 
My, ifthey confeſs and profeſs Repentance for their Sin, 
then the Presbytry having gravely rebuked, and ſeriouſly 
athorzed the party or parties, are to determine the Cenſure, 
nd preſcribe the time and place of the parties their profeſſion 
of Repentance publickly in the Church of . 
vhere tha Proceſs began, the Scandal being there to be taken 
iy, of : retnit them to the Seſſion to receive orders there · 

. Itis thought more fit that the Delinquents be appointed 
o remove the Scandal in. the — — the Offence 
vmoſt flagrant , eſpecially if they reſide there, rather than 
in the place here it was committed, if it be not publick 
there, and char Intimation of the removing thereof be made 
in other places; if the Judicatory ſhall find it needful. | 


2pply to the Kirk Seſſion for relazation, they may both be 
privately conferred with, and likeways their acknowledge- 
ments heard before. the Seſſion, but they ought not to be 
rought before. the Congregation, in order to their Abſolu- 
ln, nor abſol ved, but by advice and order of the Presbys 
ty, . = | 
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mended, pill ſatisfaction be made to the Church, which 


6, When perſons Cenſured for theſe | ng Scandals do 
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the Kirk Seſſion ot his own Pariſh. 


cenſured. | 


der by whole Information and Complaint it comes firfthe 
fore them, and a N is not ſo far to receive the Inſom. 
tion, as to proceed to the 


der his hand gives inthe Complaint, with account ois 


Or at leſt do before the Presbytry undertake to make it ou 


Presbytry in this caſe would beTareful, Firſt; Toenquire 


cuſing Miniſters of any. cenſurable Fault, as that they ought 


perſonally, or at his dwelling Houſe, bearing a competent 


C H A P. VII. 03 

2 | | # | (h 
Concerning. Proceſſes againſt Minifters, * 
| | . its 


LL Proceſſes againſt any Miniſter, are tobepin beh. fr 
the Presbytry to which he belongeth, and not befor 


2. The Credit and Succeisof the Goſpel (in the Way of 

an ordinary mean) much depending on the entire Credit di L 
Reputation of Miniſters their ſound Doctrine and Holy Co '! 
verſation, no ſtain thereof oughr lightly io be received, ur ' 


- when it comes before a Judicatory ought to be negligently el * 


quired into, or When found evident, ought to be flight ” 
And becauſe a Scandal committed by a Minifter wil ' 


on theſe accounts many aggravations, and once raiſe), Wil ' 
though it may be found to be without any ground, yet its 


not eaſily wipt off; Therefore a Presby try would exaQtly pon 


| ration of a Miniſter or an wy 
begin the Proceſs, until there be firſt ſome rſon, al un. 


Probability, and undertakes to make out the Lybel; 2, 


pate the pain of being cenſured asSlanderers; Or zi 
That the fama clamaſa of the Scandal be fo great, ab that the 
Presbytry for their on Vindication ſee themſelves teceffiti 
to begin the Proceſs, without any particularAccuſer: Butthe 


into 1 Riſe, occaſion, Brotchers and Grounds of this unt 
clamoſa. CNT, e 
4. All Chriſtians ought to be ſo prudent and wary in 10 


neither to publiſh nor ſpread the ſame, nor accuſe the Mi 
niſter- before the Presbytry without firſt acquainting, "the 
Miniſter himſelf if they can have acceſs thereto, ad then, 
if need be, ſome of the moſt prudent of the Minifters and 
Elders of that Presbytry, and their advice got in the Aﬀir 
5. If there ſhall be ground found to enter in a Proceſs a. 

ainſt a Miniſter, the Presbytry ſhould firſt conſider. the 

Abel, then order him to be cited, and to get a full Cop; 
with a Liſt of the Witneſſes Names to be led for proving 
thereof, and a formal Citation in write is to be made eitbet 


by & = 2 


— — 
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me allowed to give in Anfwer$to the Lybel, and fen 
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Nefences and Object ions againſt Witneſſes , at leaſt ten free 
days before the day of Compearance, and the Citation 
ſhould bear the date when given, and the Names of the 
Witneſſes to the giving thereof; and the Execution bearing 
is date, With the Names and Deſignations of the Witneſſes 
ſhould be made in write and ſigned by the Officiar and Wit- 
neſſes,, which being accordingly returned, he is to be called, 
. and if he compear, the Lybel is to be read unto him, and 
cheering wok if he has any Anſwers to give in to the 
Lybel, that they may be read and conſidered, in order to 
the diſcuſſing of the Relevancy, and if the Presbytry find 
the fame; and that there is cauſe to inſiſt, they are to en- 
davour to bring him to a Confeſſion, whereby he may 
moſt glorify God ; And if he confeſs, and the matter con- 
{| be of a ſcandalous nature, cenſurable in others, ſuch as 
the Sin of Uncleanneſs, or ſome other groſs Scandal, the 
resbytry (whatever be the nature of his penitency, though 
o he ConviQtion of all) are in#enter to depoſe him 4b officio, 
and to appoint him in due time to appear before the Congte- 
vation Where the Scandal was given, andin his own Pariſh, 
ſor removing the Offence , by the publick profeſſion of his 
Repentancdgee. flags Ja 

6. If a Miniſter be accuſed of any Scandal, and cited to 
appear before his own Presbytry , and do abſent himſelf by 
kaving the place , and be contumacious without making an 
relevant Excuſe; after a new publick Citation and Intimati- 
on made at hisown Chnrch when the Congregation is mett, 
he is to he holden as confeſt, and to be depoſed and cenſured 
i#anter With the leſſer Excommunication ; But if after ſome 
time he do not return and ſubje& himſelf to the Cenſures of 
the Church; he may be proceeded againſt till he be cenſur- 
ed with the greater Excommunication, if the Judicatory 
ſee cauſe for it. | Ar 7. 

2. If the Miniſter accuſed do appear and deny the Fact 
ier the Relevancy is found, the Presbytry proceeding to, 
probation, and to find the Truth of the matter, all the cir- 
cunftances are to be exactly canvaſſed and the accuſed heard 
to odelt againſt the Witneſſes: As alſo he ſhould be allow. 
ed to be preſent at the Examination , and modeitly to croſs 
Interrogat ; and then the Reputation of the Witneſſes and 
their hability duely regarded, and the Examinations conſi- 
dered: If after conſideration of all thefe, the ſudicatory 
ſhall find the Scandal ſufficiently proven, they are to pro- 


ceed ro cenſure, as adviſed in the caſe of Confeſſion in pa · 


ngraph Ft. N · WIPE | war nr 

8. If the matter laid to the Miniſters charge be ſuch pra- 

dees as in their own natnre manifeſtly ſubvert that Order, 

Unity and Peace, which ' Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed = = 
| urc 
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Church, or Unſoundneſs and Heterodoxie in Doctrine 
then great Caution would, be uſed , and the Knowledge and 
Underſtanding of Witneſſes much lookt unto , and withal 
if rhe Errors be not groſs and tricking at the Vitals of Re. 
ligion, or if they be not percinaciouſly ſtuck unto , or indy. 
ſtriouſiy {pread, wih # viſible deſign to corrupt, or that 
the Errours are not ſpreading among the people, then Leni. 
tives, Admonitions , Inſtrudtions and frequent Conference, 
are tobe tryed to reclaim without cutting off, and che 4d. 
vice of other Presbytries ſought, and unleſs the thing be 
doing much hurt, ſo as it admits of no delay, the Synod or 
General Aſſembly may be adviſed with in the Affair, and 
the ſame intimat to the Miniſter concerned. , 
9. bf the Lybel and Complaint br againſt a Mini. 
ſter be a multitude of ſmaller things lai ether, as ſeyt. 
ral Atts of Negligence ot other , unſuitable Actions, the 
Presbytry in proceeding therein are to make a, Preabyteriz| 
Viſiration of that Pariſh to which tbe Miniſter belongs, and 
at the ſaid Viſitation, are firſt to ſee if any of theſe thing; 
now laid to the Miniſters Charge, were committed prior 10 
the laſt presbyterial Viſitation of that Pariſh, and whether 
they were then laid to his charge, and if they were not, 
it would be tryed, how (hey come to be laid to his Chuge 
no W. N rates N 1. 6c 
10. If the Preshytry find theſe things laid to his Charge, 
to be committed ſince the laſt Viſitation, or find a ſatizhy- 
ing reaſon wherefore they were not then tabled, they ace 
to vey woe what diligence hath been uſed in acquaiating the 
Miniſter with the Offence taken at theſe things when fiſt 
committed by him, and how far che Miniſter hath been 
guilty of giving offence, after he knew offence to be taken. 
11. It would hkewiſcin this caſe be enquired, whether 
any of the Complainers did firſt in a prudent privat way in- 
form any of the neighbour Miniſters, of ſome of theſe things 
committed by their Miniſter , who is now «balleaged , de- 
fore theſe offences came to be ſo many, as to merit a publick 
and ſolemn [1 rial, and accordingly the Presbytry is to judge. 
12. If the Presbytry find upon Trial, the Complaint to 
reſolve on the Miniſters having committed ſuch AQs of In- 
firmity or Paſſion, as conſidering all the Circumſtances ma 
be either amended and the people ſatisſied, and no ſuch 
fence taken, or at leaſt not to remain, ſo as to binder the 
Miniſters profiting the people, and that the offence was 
taken by the Miniſters own people only or mainly; Theo 
the Presbytry is to take all prudent Ways to farisfy and 1. 
claim both Miniſter and people, and doaway the offence. , 
13. But before a Miniſter depoſed. for ſcandalous Carry 
age can be reſtored to the exerciſe of the Miniſtry 7 — 


i 


ſ 


| 
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: ould not onl be convinceing Evidences of a deep £ fa 
1 om but — Eminent and Examplary humble walk, and 


gifying Converſation, ſo apparent and convinceing as hath 
ll mow — and heal'd the wound the Scandal gave. 


ie. 14. Immediatly on the Miniſters being Depoſed by the 
„ prbyrry, che Sentence is to be intichat in his Congregation, 


he Church declared Vacant, the planting thereof with ano- 
ther Miniſter haſtened, and never delayed on the expeQari- 
d on of his being Reponed, it being almoſt impoſſible, that 
he yer he can prove uſeful in that Pariſh again. 


A £ 165 . + dio 
20 CHAP. vl. 8 
a Comerning Proceſſes is order to the Cenſure of the greater 
the | E Excommunication. 1 

” Wl Cloce there is a diſtindtion betwint the greater and the lefſer 
nos Excommunication, it ſeems that Whatever have been 


the cauſes of the firſt Proceſs, yet ordinarly all Proceſſes thar 
nein order to the greater Excommunication are to be ground- 
ad oa manifeſt contumaey, or obſtinat continuance in Scan- 
dalous praQtices ; And where there is no manifeſt contuma- 
cy, or continuance as aforeſaid, the leſſer Excommunication 
needs only. have place: Yet in ſome extraordinary caſes, the 
Church according to Scripture Warrand hath ſummarly Ex- 
gmmunicated perſons guilty of nottour artrocious Scan- 
Galous Sins, to ſhew the Churches abhorrence of ſuch 
T ö 

1. Even where there hath been à Scandal delated, and 
Contumacy following by not appearing, it would be conſi · 
tered, whether any Scandalous practice hath been proven, 
root; if not proven, then only the ſimple Contumacy is to 
te proceeded againſt, for which it were hard to goa greater 
kngth than the lefſer Excommiunication. n 
3. If the Scandal hath been proven, and the Cenſure of 
ihe leſſer Excommunication intimated as in Chapter third ; 
lkems moſt reaſonable that there be no further proceeding, 
ualeſs the Scandal be groſs, or of an hainous nature, or that 
Kis\preading and infectious, as in Hereſies or Schiſm in the 
Church: In which caſes Contumacy is to be procceded 
viſt in order to the greater Rxcommuni cation. 
4. The Kirk- Seſſion having brought the Proceſs to an In- 
umation of the Cenſure of the leſſer Excommunication, be. 
lore they inflict the fame; they are to refer the Affair to the 
tesbyrry, bringing their whole proceedings before the Pres- 
ny in Write, that the Presbytry may thereby have a clear 
ind fall view of the whole Affair. | | 

1 . i 5. The 


5. The Presbytry finding the Kirk · Seſſion hath. orderly 
proceeded, and that the leſſer Excommunication is not ſuf, 
cient, and that the Affair is ſo weighty as to oblige them toen- 
ter on the Proceſs, they are to cauſe their Officiar ta cite the 
eee 95545 . 2 by Ol aps 4: ok 

6. If the party appear, then the Fresbytry is to proceed 
in the enquiry at the accuſed, about the Scandal Alledged and 
Lybelled, and if he deny it, then they are to proceed and 
lead probation as in other caſes. K. lad , 
. But if the party appear not, but contemnthe Citation, 
the Presbytry cauſeth renew the ſame, until he hath got three 
Citations, and after the three Citations, he is to be cited out 
of the Pulpit: And for che further conviction of all concern. 
ed, Intimation is to be made, that the Judicatory willpro- 
ceed and enquire into the preſumptions or probation of the 
guilt, and this is to be done although the Delinquent be 
abſent. | x0 | n 

8. Then the e is to order the Miniſter of the Con. 
gregation next Sabbath after Forenoons Sermon, to acquaint 
the Congregation what proceedings the Kirk. Seſſion firit,and 
thereafter the Presbytry had made in the Affair, and bow 
contumacious the party was, and that the Presbytry intended 
to proceed to the higheſt cenſure; And the Miniſter isgravely 
to admoniſh the party (if preſent) to repent and ſubmit him. 
ſelf to the Diſcipline of the Church, threatning him, if he 
continue impeditent, that the Church will proceed, yea though 
he beabſent, the Miniſter is to acquaint the people, that the 
Church requires him io repent and ſubmit as above faid,ug- 
der the forelaid certification.  — . ,, _ 

9. There ſhould be, three publick Admonitions, anda 
Presbytry ſhould interveen berwixteach Admonition; And 
if after all, that per ſon continue impenitent or contumacious, 
the ſame is io be repreſented to the Presbytry, who are there- 
upon to appoint publick Prayers thrice to be made, in which 
the Miniſter is to exhort the Congregation ſeriouſly to join 
with him iu Prayer, for the Scandalous impenitent or contu- 
maciovs perſon, which he is ſolemnly. to put up to God, 
humbly beging that he would deal with the Soul of the Im- 
penitent, and convince him of the Evil, of his wayes. 

10. Theſe publick Prayers of the Church are to be put 
up three ſeveral Sabbath Days, a Presbytry (where its 
Meetings are more frequent once 4 Moneth at left) inter- 
veening .berwixt each publick Prayer, both to ſhew the 
Churches tenderneſs towards their Brother, their ear 
neſtoels to have him reclaimed ;and likewiſe to creat a great. 
er regard and terrour of that dreadful Cenſure, both in the 


party and in all the people. 


Ws © 
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1. If aſter all, the ſcandalous perſon makes no Applica- 
ion, but continue impenitent; The Presbytry after Prayer 
10 paſs ſentence and appoinge Miniſter to intimat the ſame, 
id to ſhew the Presbytries reſolution to proceed upon ſuch 
\ Sabbath as they ſball name, for pronouncing that dreadful 


eed Sentence ſolemaly in face of the Congregation, unleſs either 
and WWW the Party or ſome for him, ſignify ſome relevant ground 
and Jo ſtop their Procedure. [$535 a eat 
12. That day being come, it were fit the Miniſter did 
ion, peach a Sermon ſuited, to that ſolemn. Occaſion, or at left 
ree. ter Sermon, the Miniſter ſhould ſhew the Congregation , 
Out what he is going about, introduceing the Narrative of the 
ern · ¶ Proceſs, with a Diſcourſe concerning the Nature, Uſe and 
pro» cad of Church Cenſures, particularly tliat of the greater 
(> Fxcommunication , if he hath not done it. fully in his Ser- 
; DD. W e TER x . 1 . | 
13. Then narrating all the ſteps of the Proceſs. in order, 
on. WM hewing the Churches Faithfulneſs and Tenderneſs towards 
aint WW the (candalous perſon, and declaring his obſtinat Impeni- 
and WW tcocy; And that now after all other means were uſed, there 
how: WW remained only that of cutting off the Scandalous perſon from 
ded de Society of the Faithful, and _ intimating the Churches 
vely WH Wirrand and Order to him ſo to do. 33 
um. 14 Aud before the Miniſter pronounce the Sentence, he 
if he zropray and deſire all the Congregation to join with him 
ugh WW therein, that God would grant Repentance to the obſtinat 
the WM perſon, would graciouſly, bleſs his own Ordinance, and 
„un nike the Cenſure effectual, both to edify others, and to 
ea mean to reclaim the obſtinat Sinner. | 
nda 15. Then after Prayer, the Miniſter is with great Gravi- 
And y and Authority to pronounce. the Cenfure , ſhewing his 
10us; WY Warrand from our Lords Command, and the Apoſtle Pauls 
ere - Direction, and recapitulating the Presbytries Warrand in 
bich Obedience thereunto, and reſuming the Scandalous and ob. 
join WW flinat perſons Behaviour, whom he is to name; He therefore in 
tu · ¶ the Name and Authority of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt 
God, Wi dah in verbis de preſents pronounce and declare him or her 
Im: Excommnnicated and ſhut out from the Communion of the 
Peachful, debarring that perſon from their Priviledges, and 
put in the Words of the Apoſtle, delivering that perſon over to 
e ig Stan, which Sentence is to be intimat according to the gth 
nter: I Act of the Aſſembly. av=o 174. 
y the 16, If aftee Prayer or before the Cenſure be pronounced, 
reat- ¶ the ſcandalous perſon do make any publick ſignification of 
eat: bis Repentance, and of his deſire to have the Cenſure ſtopt, 
the de Miniſter upon apparent ſeriouſneſs in the ſcandalous 


perſon, which he ſheweth to the Congregation , may there · 
upon delay progouncing the Sentence, till he * by 
neren | Mace. 


46 me ACTS ef the 


Presbytry at their next Meeting, who are then to deal v " 


the ſcandalous. perſon as they ſhall find cauſe. 


17. After the pronounciation of this Sentence, the People 
are to be warned that they hold that perſon to be caſt outer 
the Communion of rhe Church, and that they ſhun al 
unneceflary Converſe with him or her, nevertheleſs Excom. 
munication diſſolveth not the Bonds of Civil or Natural Re. 
lations, nor exempts from the Duties belonging to them. 

18. Although it be the duty of Paſtors and Ruling Elder; 
to uſe all Diligence and Vigilance, both by Doctrine and 
Ditcipline reſpectively, for preventing and purging ou: 
ſuch Errors, Hereſies, Schiſm and Scandals as tend tothe 


Detriment and Diſturbance of the Church; Yer becauſe it 


may fall out through the Pride and Stubborneſs of Offen. 
ders, that theſe means alone will not be effectual to that 
purpole; It is therefore neceſſary after all this, to imply 
the Aid of the civil Magiſtrat, who ought to uſe his coe. 
' cive power for the ſuppreſſing of all ſuch Offences and vin. 
dicating the Diſcipline of the Church from Contempt. 


CHAP. IX. 
Concerni no the oder of proceeding to Abſolution, 


in the excommunicated perſon, ſuch as godly Sorrow, for 
| having incurred Gods heavy Diſpleaſure by his fin, occaſ. 
oned Greif to his Brethren, and juſtly provocked the Church 
to caſt him out of their Communion , together with a ful 
purpoſe of heart to turn from his ſin unto God througb 
Chriſt, and to reform his Life and Couverſation, withan 
humble deſire of recovering Peace with God and his people, 
and to be reſtored to the favour of God and Light of His 
Countenance through the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt and to the 
Communion of the Church, and the Presbytry upon his Ap- 
- plication be ſatisfied therewith , and judge that he oughtto 
de abſolved, and thereupon give Warrand for his Abſoly- 
tion; He is to be brought before the Congregation, and 
there alſo to make free Confeſſion of his Sin and Sorrow for 
it, to call upon God for Mercy in Chriſt, ro ſeek to be 
reſtored to the Communion, of the Church, promiſing to 
God through Grace new Obedience,” and more: holy and 
circumſpect walking as becomes the Goſpel, and that tis 
Appearance before the Congregation, be as often as Church 
Judicatories ſhall find may be for Edification and Tryal of 
the proteſſing Penitents Sincerity, and being ſatisfied in this, 
Then the Miniſter and Congregation are to praiſe God, who 


delighteth not in the Death of a Sinner, but rather _ | 
RS Wes. | hon 


J after Excommunication, the ſigns of Repentance appeit 
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ſhould Repent and Live; As alſo for bleſſing the Ordinance 
of Excommunication, and making it effect ual by his Spirit to 
the recovering of this Offender, to magnify the Mercy of 
God through Jefus Chriſt, in pardoning and receiving to 
His Favour the molt grievous Offenders whenſoever they 
pnfeignedly repent and forſake their Sins; But before. the 
Maiſter proceed to Abſolution, he is to pray with the Con- 
gtegation to this effect. That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Prophet, 
prieſt and King of His Church, who with the preaching of 
{the Goſpel hath joined the power io bind and louſethe Sins 
*of Men, who hath alſo declared that whatſoever by His Mi- 
i nifters'is bound on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, and 
{alſo that whatſoever is louſed by the ſame, ſhall be louſed 

{2nd abſolved in Heaven, would mercifuliy accept his Cræa- 
'ture N. whom Satanof long time ſiath holden in bondage, 
{{@ that he not only drew him to Iniquity, bur alſo fo hard. 

ined his Heart, that he diſpiſed all Admonitions, for the 

which his Sin and Contempt, the Chuich was compelled 
$10 excommunicat him from the Society of the Faithful; But 
(now. ſeing the holy Spirit by his Grace hath ſo prevailed 

{that he is returned and proſeſſeth Repentance toward God 

tand Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, That it may pleaſe 

(God by his Spirit and Grace to make him a ſincere and un- 

'frigned Penitent, and for the Obedience of our Lord je- 

{us Chriſt vnto Death, ſo to accept of this poor believing 

{and returning Sinner, that his former Ditobedience be ne- 

yer laid to his Charge, and that he may encreaſe in all Gods 

lyneſs, ſothat Satan inthe end may be troden under feet by 

the power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and God may be glos 

ried, the Church Edified, and the Penitent ſaved in the day 

of the Lord, 3 6 

2. Then ſhall follow the Sentence of Abſolution in theſe 

dr the like words: Whereas thou V. haſt for thy Sin been 

*fhut out from the Communion of the Faithful, and haſt now 

(manifeſted thy Repentence wherein the Church reſteth ſatis- 

fed, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, before this Congregation 

*pronounce and declare thee Abſolved from the Sentence of 
*Excommunication formerly denounced againſt thee, and do 

' receivethee ro the Communion of the Church, and the free 

* uſe of allthe Ordinances of Chriſt, that thou mayeſt be par- 

*taker of all his Benefites to thy Eternal Salvation. x 

3. After this Sentence of Abſolution, the Miniſter ſpeak 

ah ta him as to a Brother, Exhorting him to Watch and 

Pray, and comforting him as there ſhall be cauſe: The El- 

ders imbrace, and the whole Congregation holdeih Commu- 

mon with him, as one of their owa, and the Abſolution 

ſhould be intimate in all the Churches where the Excommuy 


acation was intimate. 
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Commiſſion 70 ſome Miniſters and Raling Elders, for conſul; 
ing and diſcuſſing ſeveral Aﬀeairs referred 70 them. * 


At Edinburgh 19 Aprile 1707. ante Meridiem. Sell. 12. 


PHE General Aſſembly taking to conſideration, tha 
| there are ſeveral weighty Affairs which they canng 
dvertake; Do therefore Nominat and Appoint their Reve. 
rend Brethren , Matters William Crichton Miniſter at Edin. 
burgh, John Law there, George Melarum Profeſſour of Dj. 
vinity in the Colledge of Edinburgh, George Hamilton at 
Edinburgh , John Hardie at Gordon, Willtam Calderwood at 
Ligerwood , Thomas Sheilds at Sanquhar, Thomas Verner at 
Balmaclellan, Hugh Campbel at Muirkick, Patrick 8i 

Jon at Renfrew, Duncan Campbel at Roſeneth, Dann 
Campbel at Knapdale , John Anderſon Principal of the 
Leonardine Colledge of St. Andrews, William Mitel 
at Dundee, William Carſtares Principal of the Colledge 
of Edinburgh, David Blair at ON John Mon. 
zreif there, James Weber there, William Miſbeart at South. 
Leith, James Hart at Edinburgh, Alexander Dalgleiſh at 
Linlithgow , George Barclay at Uphall, William Burnu at 
Falkirk, Robert Livingiton at Biggar, James Steuart at Li. 
berton, Anarew Mitchel at Manour, Alexander Walker at 
Kirkurd , Patrick Cuming at Ormiſtoun, John Flint at Leſ. 
wed, John Williamſon at Muſſelburgh , John Bell at Gladſ- 
muir, Robert Horſeburgh at Salt Preſton, John Carrie at 
Haddington, Robert Stark at Stenton, George Turnbul at 
'Tyniogbam . John Lawder at Eccles, John Dawſon at Lang- 
ton, James Ramſay at Eymouth , Alexander Lawder at Mor- 
dington, Walter Douglaſs at Linton, Jehn Glen at Stitchel, 
— Doaglaſs at Stow|, Henry Home at Chinglekirk, Jones 
oreland at Bedrule, James Noble at Ecfoord, William Marig bit 
at Selkrig, George Byers at St. Boſwals, James Armſtrong at 
Cannabee, Robert Bichet at Midlebee, George Malligen at 
Moffat, William Aikman at Routhwell, James Elder at 
Kier, John Pollock at Glencairn, Robert Paton at Drumfrecs, 
oby Somervel at Carlaverock , Andrew Cameron at Kircud- 
right, William Boyd*at Dalry, Robert Gordon at Corſmi- 
chael, Archbald Hadden at Sorbie, Robert Rogas at A* 
ham, Robert Campbel at Stevenkirk, William WMilſon at Inc 
John Laury at Auchinleck, Alexander Kynnedy at Straiton, 
Henry Osburn at Torbolton, Mango Lindſay at Dalgean, 
Hugh Thomſom at Kilmaurs, William Wright at Kilmars 
nock , Nobert Miller at Port-Glaſgow, Andrew- Turner 1 
Rs „ 
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Greennock , Robert Wylie at Hamilton, John Hamillon at 
crevan , Thomas Linning at Leſmahago, John Mackleran at 
(arſtares, John Stirling Principal of the Colledge of Glaſ- 
ow, James Brown at Glaſgow, James Clark there, An- 
vw Tait at Carmunnoch, Dar id Fleckfield at Balfron, John 
Dyzald at Newkilpatrick, Daniel Macklauren at Kilfinan , 
mes Boes at Campbleron , Alexander Campbel ar Inveraty, 
Neil Campbel at. Lochaber, Daniel Mactauley at Kilmuir in 
Tronermſh, Alexander Glaſs at Kinclevan, Alexander Chap- 
un at Monedie, Samuel Nairn at Errol, John Tallideph at 
Dumbarnie, T homes Black at Perth, Andrew Burgh at Ma- 
thertie, John Marray at Trinitygask, Hugh White at Lerbert, 
labert Mackealey at Stirling, Hag Walker at Lecrop, Michael 
lauter Younger at Kippen, Allan Logan at Toricburn, Ale. 
xander Scor at Aberdour, John Shawat Leſly, John Wilſon 
x Kircaldie, MWilluam Brown at Kilmenie, Alexander An. 
ſon at Faulkland, William Dick at Couper, James Hee 
tow Principal of the New Colledge of St. Andrews, John 
fnirſon Junior at St, Andrews, Patrict Tullideph at Ferrie, 
Paton Craig, Patrick Comper at Pittenweem, John Thom 
jw at Alyth, Adam Davidſan at Eſſie, Samuel Jobnſloun at 
Dundee, Hugh Maxuel at Tillin, James Marr at Murray es, 
lam Arrot at Montroſe, James Robertſon at Menmuir, 
Alexander Archbald at Barrie, Andrew Brute at Innerkeelor, 
on Thomſon at Marykirk, David Ramſay at Fettercairn, 
Thomes Kinneir at Echt, Jehn Howie at Birſe, James Robert- 
ſw at Glenmuick, Thomas Blackwell at Aberdeen, Alexan- 
ir Mitchell at, Belhelvie, John Angus at Kinnellar, William 
Ly ar Chaple of Garioch, William Mair at Oyne, David 
Anderſon at Foveran, Andrew Guthry at Peterhead, Peter 
Dyline at Boyndie, John Turrine at Drumblait, Hegh In. 
1 at Mortlith, John Gulchrift at Keith, Alexander Kjng 
Elgin, Joſeph Sauderſonat Alvis, James Chapman at Cromb- 
ale, William Steaart at Inverneſs, James Gordon at Kinloſs, 
Grorge Gordon at HR „ Hugh Monro at Tain, Arch. 
tus Bowie at Dornoch, Milliam Innes at Thurſo, Muliam 
Matbeth at Olrig ; John Pitcairn at Firth, Edward Irving at 
Ortire in Ocknay , James Grierſon at Tingwall and Robert 
G9at Neſting in Zetland; Miniſters, James Earl of Sca- 
eld Lord High Chancellour of this Ancient Kingdom of 
Satlend, John Duke of Athol, Wilfiam Marqueſs of Lothian, 
Join Earl of Rotheſs, George Earl of Melvill, John Earl of 
Ruglen, Patrick. Earl of Marchmount, Job» Earl of Hynd. 
ford, David Earl of Glaſgow, Charles Lord Yeſter , William 
Lord Strathnaver, Patrick Lord Polwarth, Iames Lord Carmi: 
Cael, William Lord Forbeſs, William Lord Roſs, Robert 
Lord Burleigh, Joh» Lord Belhaven, Sir Hugh Dalrymple of 
Nonhber wick Lord Preſident of the Seſſion, Sir James Stemar: 
as hs a n of 


40 . The ACTS of the 
of Goodtrees Her Majeſties Advocar, Adam Cockbarn of O, 
miſton Lord Juſtice Clerk, Sir William AnFfruther of that Ik, , 
Sir John Maxwell of Pollock, Sir Robert Stewart of Ti] icon 0 
Sir Gilbert Eliot of Minto, Sir Alexander Ogilvy of Forgleg n 
Five of the Senators of the Colledge of Juſtice, Mr. John Camp 
bel of Mamore Brother to the late Duke of Argyle, Mr. Fa. b 
cis Montgomery of Giffan Son to the deceaſt Earl of Eglington ö 
Lieutennent Colonel John Erabine of Carnock Son to thede, Ml ©, 
ceaſt Lord Card roſs, Sir Samuel Mactlellan preſent Lord Pro, 
voſt of Edinburgh, Sir Patrick Jobnſtoun late Provoit there 5 
Sir Walter Pringle Advocat, Sir Robert Cheifly of Bonington 0 
Adam Brown late Dean of Gild of Edinburgh, Walter Steno WM - 
of Pardovan, William Baillie of Lamington, Sir John Cluj 
of Pennycook, Mr. James Hamilton of Pencaitland, Sir ij 0 
liam Baird of New byth, Sir James Hall of Dunglaſs, Sir Ju 
Stewart of Allanbank, George Baillie of Jerviſwood, Sir Ju 
Pringle of Stitchel, Mr. John Marray of Bowhill Advocy, n 
James Pringie of Buckholm, Mr. John Melvil Baillie of Eſdai), 0 
Sir Hugh Cunninghame of Craigend, Mr. James Gellie Adio. 
cat, Sir Thomas Mulpatriet of Cloſeburn, Lieutennent Cob. ch 
nel William Maxwel of Cardoneſs, Patrick Mardochof Cumlo 
den, Sir James Ag nem of Lochnaw, Mr. JamesBoſwal of Auchiq, 
leck Advocar, Mr. Walter Stewart Advocat, Sir David Siem. 
art of Cultneis, Sir Andrem Rennedy of Cloburn, Hugh Mont. 
gomery of Busbie, John Alexander of Blackhouſe, Sir Jams 
Smaliet of Bonill, James Campbel of Arkindleſs Younger, ir 
James Campbel of Auchinbreck, Laugblan Mackintoiſh Tui 
ot Dalmunie, Sir James Campbel of Aberuchil, Mr. A4lexan. 
der Abercromby of I illibodie Advocat, Lieutennent Colonel 
John Erskine Deputy Governour of Stirling Caſtle, Geoge 
Moncrief of Reedie, Mr. Robert Ramſay Provoſt of the Old il / 
Colledge of St. Andrews, John Duncan late Provoſt of Dun · WW | 
dee, Mr. Arthur Forbeſs of Echt, John Gordon preſent Provoſt 
of aberdeen, Lodovick' Grant Elder of that IIlk, Alexander 
Grant younger ofthat Ilk, James Brodie of that II, . Hugh Ro 
of Kilravock, Mr. William Brodis Advocat, Sir William Dun 
bar of Hemprigs, and Sir William Craigie of Gairſay Ruling 
Elders; To be Commiſſioners - of this General Aſſembly 10 
the effect aſtermentioned, with full power to the ſaids perſons 
or their Quorum, which is hereby declared to be any ten de 
one of the ſaids Commiſſioners, whereof Fifreen are always BY ng 
to be Miniſters, to meet and conveen within the Afembly I. 
Houſe at Edinburgh the firſt day after the Diſſolution af ths i © , 
Aſſembly at Ten Hours in the Forenoon ; And afterwards I the 
the firſt Wedne/days of Aug uſt, November and March, and oftner the; 
hen and where they ſhall think needful and convenient, BY f, 
with power to the ſaid Commiſſion tochuſe their own Made. I {| 
rator: And ſicklick, the General Aſſembly fully W tor 


4 
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Od Aurhorites their ſaids Commiſſioners or their Quorum, to 
ik, i cognoſce and finally determine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe in ever 
ry, matter referred, or that ſhall be referred to them, by any A 
gien, BY or order of this Aſſembly, except it be other wayes reſtrict- 
ed; And to do every thing contained in, and conform to 
Fo WM ihe Inſtructions to be given to them by this Aſſembly, and to 
ton, WI ;dvert unto the intereſt ot the Church on every occaſion, that 
ede: the Church and preſent Eſtabliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer , 
or luſtain any prejudice, which they can prevent, as they will 
be anſwerable; And they are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and 
diſcharged to medle in any other matters, than what are com- 
mitted or referred to them as abovementioned; And in all 
their Actings they are to proceed according ro the Acts and 
Conſtitutions of this Church, and do nothing contrary there- 
to, or to the prejudice ofthe ſame, Declaring that in and for 
l|cheir Actings they ſhall be countable to, and cenſurable by 
the next General Aſſembly as they ſhall ' ſee cauſe, and this 
Commiſſion is to continue and endure rill the next General 
aſſembly, and Members are required to attend the Dyets of 
the Commiſſion, and the Abſents ordered to be noticed, ac- 
wording to the 17 Act of the lace Aſſembly. 


Ain 
| falt ions to the 0 ommiſſion of the General Aſſemb 5. 


At Edinburgh the tgrh April 1707. ante meridiem. 
f i | | E. 132. 


HAT the Commiſſion as oſten, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
J apply to the Government or any Magiſtrat, for their 
countenanceing of, and concurring with the Jedicatories of 
the Church in what the Law allows, and for putting in Ex. 
ecurion_ the Laws againſt Popery and Profanneſs and ſeek» 
0g redreſs of Greivances, and Abuſes and Diſorders com- 
ſited contrary to the eſtabliſhed Doctrine, Worſhip, Dite 
cipline and Presbyterian Government of this Church, the 
contempt of the Cenſures of the Judicatories thereot infli- 
ded on ſcandalous perſons, ſetling vacant Churches and 


* 


regulating. the poor by uſing Endeavours tor providing 


* 


Maintenance and Labour for them. 
3. That hen any of the Miniſters who ſerved under 
the late Prelacy , whoſe Lives and Doctrines may ,, render 
tem uſeful to this Church, ſhall apply for reception intoa 
hare of the Government thereof; ne General Aſſembly 
@ hereby Impower and Recommend to their Commiſſion 
0 receive them according to the 13th Paragraph ot the 16th 
| "if Act 


ſpecify the cauſes thereof. 
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AQ of the General Aſſembly. amo 1697, and that the fore, 
ſaid Commiſſion be careful to get due Information from the 
Presbytries, where the ſaid perſon applying, did or doesof. 
ficiat and for the time reſides. _ F 

3. Thac the faid Commiſſion uſe their outmoſt Diligence 


. for getting payment of the Money gifted by the Queeng 


Majeſty for defraying the publick Charges of the Church, 
and in diſpoſing thereof, they are to take care that the pub. 
lick Debts of the Church be firſt payed, according to the 
Inſtructions given to the Commiſſion of the General Aſem. 
bly anno 1706 thereanent, which is hereby renewed, and 
that the Encouragement granted by the General Aſtembly 
anno 1699 to Miniſters and, Probationers, who go North ot 
tothe Highlands or Iſlands to preach be rendered effectuel, 
and likewiſe that the ſaid Commiſſion cauſe defray the ex, 
traordinary charges and Expences that Presbytries and Mi. 
niſters have been at, particularly in theſe places, in carry. 
ing on the Planting of Churches, and other publick Affait 
of the Church there. | | 4 Ne SE 

. The foreſaid Commiſſion are hereby Impowered to 
cognoſce and finally determine in all References already 


made, or to be made to them by this Aſſembly, and in Re. 


ferences and Appeals for tranſporting: Miniſters to the North, 
the Highlands and Iſlands which ſhall be brought before 
them, according to the Overtures made thereanent anne 1699, 
And that I ranſportations to any Pariſhes in theſe places 
whether priviledged by former Acts of Aſſembly or not, be 
carried on, and that in the moſt expedit way, providing 
that the Commiſſion do not medle with Sentences of Synods 
excepting Cauſes particularly referred to them. 

5. The ſaid Commiſſion is to correſpond with the State 
anent Faſts and Thankſgivings as occalion requires, and to 


6. The ſaid Commiſſion are impowered to. give Advice 


and Aſſiſtance to any Synod or Presbytry in difficult caſes, 


as they ſhall be applyed unto by them for that effect. 


7. The ſaid Commiſſion are Impowered to give all due 
Encouragement and Aſſiſtance to any propoſals may be made 
to them, about Endeavours for Reformation of Manners, and 
for the effectual curbing and ſuppreſſing of Profaanels and 
8. The Commiſſion are appointed to take ſpecial care to 
keep and maintain Unity inthe Church, upon all Emer- 
gents, eſpecially amongſt the Miniſters thereof, and to gain 
ſuch as ſeparate therefrom, and to ſuppreſs Errour and 
Schiſm in this Church, and proſecute the Authors and 
Spteac ers of Books and Pamphlets tending thereto, as is by 
another Act recommended to Presbytries, and to take ” 
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ice how any Who hare been cenſured by proceeding Af. 
emblies or Commiſſions thereof have carried, and to take 
of the ſaids Cenſures or proceed to further cenſure as the 
gid Commiſſion ſhall ſee cauſe; And further the General 
aſſembly does hereby renew the firſt Paragraph of the 18th 
at ef the late General Aſſembly concerning Schiſm and Dil. 
orders, and appoints the lame to ſtand as an Inſtruction to 
his Commiſſion. EM | | 

That the Commiſſion endeavour to make effectual 
whatever hath been by this or preceeding Aſſemblies agrecd 
upon, concerning the erecting of Sch cds in the North, the 
Hgb and. and Iſtands, and what elſe may tend tothe Ad- 
nacement of Religion and Reformation in theſe places; As 
ſo to give all due Aſſiſtance and Encouragement ſor pro- 
ſcgeting the Knowledge of God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in thele and foraign parts of the World. 

10. That the Comm iſſion have a ſpecial ReſpeR to the 
gh Act of the General Aſſembly: 2 1703, concerning 
the planting of vacane Churches in the North, the Highlands 
and 1ſands , and ſupplying thereot with Miniſters and Pro- 
ationers, and the Commiſſion are hereby impowered to 
proceed according to the ſaid Act, in ſo far as they ſhall 
nd it needful, hs a he; eb 

11, Seing there is not a full Report made to this Aſſem- 
bly concerning the Libraries, Ii Bibles, Pſalm Bdoks, and 
Catechiſms, and about the State of the Church in the High. 
lands ard Iſlanas, and the remaining Idolatrous, pagan, and 
popiſh ſuperſtitious C uſtoms in ſome places there: The Ge- 
neral Aſſembly recommends to this Commiſſion to proſecute 
the Inſtructions given thereanent by the Aſſembly anno 
1706 to their Commiſſion, and tõ we all Means in their 


power for extirpating theſe Idolatrous and Superſtitious 


Praflices, And to take care that the charges of any who 
here been imployed about the ſame be reimburſed out of the 
Money given by her Majeſty for theſe ends. 

12. The General Aſſembly hereby impowers their Com- 
miſhon to give all due Aſſiſtance to the ſeveral Univerſities 
and Colledges when any Miniſter is called to any Office 
therein; and to receive Appeals and References , and finally 
io determine in the ſame. 


XIV. 43 
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AF concerning planting of the Highlands and maintainin 


At Edinburgh April. 21 1707. Seſſ. U. 


TE following Overtures were brought in from the 
1 Committee, to whom the conſideration of the State 
of the Church in the North and Highlands, was remitted 
wiz, Imo. That it be enquired how the gth and 16 40, 
of the General Aſſembly anno 1699, and the th Ad of 
the General Aſſembly 1703 are obſerved. £40, That En. 
quiry ſhould be made what Burſars there are having the Irjþ 
Language, and how the Acts made concerning themare 
obeyed, particularly the 13 and 14 Acts of the Aſſembly 
1704, and 5thand 11th Acts of the General Aſſembly 250. 
3/00. That at each Aſſembly the Names of the Ii Bur. 
ars be called for, and an account thereof given in to the 
Clerk; As alſo what hope there is of their being uſefulin 
this Church. Which Overtures being conſidered by the Ge. 
neral Aſſembly , they did and hereby do Approve thereof 
and impowered their Commiſſion to put the ſame end the 
Ads thereinmentioned in Execution, and totake the ſame 
under conſideration at their firſt Meeting after the riſing 0 
this Aſſembl ß. | ; e | 
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| XV. Gt = + 
Ad agintt Innovations in the Worſhip of God, ; 
At Edinburgh 21 April 1505. Sefl. ult. 


T* General Aſſembly ofthis Church taking to their ſe- 
<4 rjovs coofideration, that the purity of Religion, and 
particularly of Divine Worſhip and uniſormity therein, 151 
ſignal Bleſſing to the Church of Sed and that it hath been 
the great happineſs of this Church ce Her Reformatr ( 
on from Popery, to have enjoyed ali@naintained' the ſame q 
in a great meaſure, and that any attempts made for the lo- 
troduction of Innovations in the Worſhip of God therein, 
have been of fatal and dangerous conſequence: Likeas, EI, 
the 5:h AR of the Parliament anno 1690; and 234 Ado Far iy. 
liawent 1693 years; and the AQ lately paſt for ſecurity of the D 
preſent Church Eſtabliſhment, the forefaid purity and unt . 
rmity f Worſhip; are expreſly provided for, and being 
well informed by Repreſentations ſent from ſeveral * 


Central Aſſembly, 1707. : a9 
ries of this Church, that Innovations, particularly in the 
publick Worſhip of God, are of late ſer opin ſome 0 in 
publick Aſſemblies within their Reſpective Bounds, and that 
endeavours are-uſed to promot the fame, by perſons of kaown ' 
aifaff:ion to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, both of Church 
and State; The Introduction whereof was not ſo much as once 
mempted, even during the late Prelacy; And conſideting 
io that ſuch Innovations are dangerous to this Church, and 
maniſeſtly contrary to our kaown- Principle, (which is, that 
nothing is to be admitted in the Worſhip of God, but what 
preſcribed in the Holy Scriptures) to he conſtant practice 
ofthis Church, and againſt the good and laudabie Laws 


ning 


U tbe 
diate 
Nitted 


| 40 made ſince the late happy. Revolution, for Eſtabliſhing and ſe- 
t Ea the ſamen, in her Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 
0 Government, and that they tend to the fomenting of Ichiſm 
man d Diviſion, to the diſturbance of the Peace and quiet both of 
mb Church and State: Therefore the General Aſſembly being 
42 moved with Zeal for the Glory of God, and the purity and 
| * nſotmity of his Worſhip, doth hereby diſcharge the practice 
_ a ſuc Ianovations in Divine Worſhip wichin this 
ell Church, and does require and obteſt all the Miniſters of this 
be i Cech, eſpecially theſe in whoſe Bounds any ſuch Innovari-. 
«rect WY de or may happen to be, rorepreſent to their People the 
4 the wilthereof, and ſeciouſly to exhort them to beware of them, 
ee 204 to deal with all ſuch as do praQiſe the ſame, in order to 
their recovery and reformation, and do inſtruct and enjoine 


the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly to uſe all proper means, by 
pling to the Government or other wayes, for ſuppreſſiag 
nd removing all ſuch Innovations, and preventing the evils. 
vl dangersrhar may enſue thereuponto this Church. 
24 1851. 
Ali tomeerning the Scriptaral Songs. 
At Edinburgh 21 4pril 1707: *-Sefl. ule: 


o, is 
ay" TE General Aſſembly upon Report of their Committes 
, Came for Overtures; who were appointed to receive in the 


he T7. Report of theſe named, to put in order the Remarks of Presby- 
herein, "upon the Verſion of the Scriptural Songs, finding that but 
ery few Presbytrics have ſent in their Remarks upon theſe 
of p- Vg, and that even theſe who have made any Remarks upon 
ofthe lem, judge the ſaid Verſion not yet fit for publick uſe: 
d uni- Do therefore recommend it to the ſeveral Presbytries to be 
being Greful yet to Reviſe the faids Is and tranſmit their Opi. 

13 niog 
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nion thereanent tothe next Aſſembly, and in the mean time 
Appoints theſe who were nominated by the Commiſſion of 
the late General groan”! to Reviſe theſe Songs at Edinbargh 
yet to meer, and again Reviſe the ſame, and Report to the 
next General Aſſembly, and adds Mr. John Mackbriae to that 


Committee. 


XVII 


Ad concerning the Reviſng the Owertares about the method of - 
| procedure in Eccleſiatick Judieatories, | 


At Edinburgh 21 April 1707. 9 geſſ. vie. | 


THE General Aſſembly conlidering that the large Over: 
| tures concerning the Diſcipline and method of 'proce- 
dure in Eccleſiaftick Judicatories in the Church of Scotlend, 
tranſmitted by the General Aſſembly anno 1705 to Presby- 
tries, may. be 1 to Miniſters and Judicatories, and 
farder conſidered by Presbytries; in 

order to compleat a method and form of procedure in Ec: 
cleſialtick Judicatories, do therefore recommend it to the feve- 
ral Presbytries to compare the ſaid large Ovyertures with'the 
Form of Proceſs approven in this Aſſembly, and Report to 
the General Aſſembly from time to time their Judgement 
as to whar is yet wanting and neceſſary. io be added to 
both theleOvertures, that the ſame may be ſapplyed, by 
adding to either of them, until'rhis Church arive at acom- 
pleat Syſtem of Rules ia their proceedings in matters of Diſci. 


deſerve yet to 


pline. 
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A 
1 | 
The Queens moſt Excellent Majeſty, | 


The Humble Addreſs of the Minifters and Elders of the Genera! 


Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 
AtEdinburgh 21 April 1707. Sell. uſt. 
Mg it pleaſt Tor Ma,, 8 


HEN we conſider the many and great Advantages 

that we eajoy under your Majeſties happy Govern- 
ment , we look upon our ſelves as obliged in the Cencluſion 
this our Meeting, to renew theſe ſincere Acki.owledg- 

tof them, which we did with all humility lay before 
jour Majeſty when we came firſt togerher, We cannot 
without the deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude call to mind tte ten- 
der and affectionat care which your Majeſty hath expreſſed 
wards us 10 this JunQure , ſor in, your Royal Goodnels 

have not only honoured us witha Repreſentative entirely 
and deſervedly acceptable to us, Whoſe prudent and oblig- 
ing Mandagement upon this occaſion hath jullly ire e ſed 
ou? Eſteem df him and confidence in him; Bur your Maje- 
ty hath alſo been concerned te preſerve Chriſtian Uaity and 
Harmony amongſt us, by manifeſting a pious care, not to 
ſraiten us in any thing whereen your Majeſty did judge our 
Principles were concerned. We have ſuch grateful Imprefſ. 
fans of this your Majeſties wiſe and render Management, 
35 vill not only influence aur ſelves to a firm and ſteady 
Lopalty , but put us upon uſing our ovimoſt endeavours in 
cur Stations to maintain and promote it atdongſt all in whont 
ve have an Intereſt , in which we crave Liberty to aſſure 
your Majeſty that we ſhall not be wanting, for we e 
but acknowledge that we are under the higheſt Obligation 
not only as Subjects but 2s Proteſtants, to be conſtant and 
vent in our Addreſſes to the Soveraign, God; that He 
would richly bleſs, long preſerve and proſper yout Maje- 
ty, whoſe - Zeal. for maintsiniog of our holy Religion, 
nd reſtoring to their juſt Rights thoſe that have been un- 
jultly oppreſſed for adhering to it, hath been in the courſe 
of your Glorious Reiga manifeſted to the World, and 
which to our great joy hath ſignally appeared in your Ma- 
elties moſt gracious Anſwer to the late Addreſs of out Bre - 
lares the diſtreſſed and perſecuted Proteſtants of —_— 
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48 1 Central Aﬀembly 1707; | 
May the Great God in his Infinite Mercy make your Ma: 
jeſty an Illuſtrious Inſtrument not only to procure a fim 
Peace to Europe, but to reſtofe the ruined Vos of our Re. 
deemer in the Dominions of that havghty Monarch, who 
hath impiouſly gloried in his liaving rezed it even tothe 
Foundation thereof, that the Almighty may be always you 
Strength and Defence, that he may alwars compaſs your 
royal Perſ6n with his Favour as with a Shield, that He may 
long continue you to be a Guardian to the Proteſtant Churches 
and Liberties of Europe; a Bleſſing to your loving people, 
and poſſeſs your Majeſty at laſt of Glory, Honour and Im. 
mortality; Is and ſhall be the fervent Prayer of. | 


May it Pleaſe your Majety, 


Tour Majeſties moſt. Faithful, _ 
 Obedient and moſt Humble Subject, 


The Minifers and Elders, met in this 
National Aſſembly of the Church of 
Scotland, _ 


Signed in Oar Preſence, in Our N amt, 


and at Our Appointment , BY 
Jo. Stis log Moderator, 


| XIX; Is 
r HE next General Aſſembly of this Church, is to 
I be holden ar Edinburh upon the third Thurſdy cf 
Aprit 1708 , being the 15 day of that Moneth, 


This General Aſſembly was concluded with Prayer, foging th 
133 P/aim throughout and pronouncing the Bleſſing. 
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The Synods of Gallomay, Stirling and Angus, their not 
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with the Remarks of Presbytries thereupon, and conſide- 
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* The Aſſembly addteſſed her Majeſties Commiſſioner to lay 


chant for Redemption of ſome Captives in Barbary, and 
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Some Overtures concerning à Form of Proceſs brought i, 
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the manner of the Diſpoſaſ thereof, is ordered to be trans 
- mitted to the ſeveral Sy nods. Se.. 7 
Reference to the Commiſſion io conſider the Grievances of 
Mr. John Carrie Miniſter at Haddingron, and uſe thei 


— 


E 


IVDEY "* 
. acvordiog #0 an Act of the General Afembty 106g in his 


ef. 
us WI favours. Se. 7 
he 
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